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just peeped into the office from the outer one, and if Frank was
in there, the safe door hid him from her view, or if he was not
there, he might have stepped out for just a moment.

“Now, gentlemen, I've about finished this chapter, and I know
it’s been long and hard on you and I know it’s been hard on me,
too; I'm almost broken down, but it means a lot to that man
over there. It means a lot to him, and don’t forget that. This
case has been made up of just two things—prejudice and per-
jury. I've never seen such malice, such personal hatred in all my
life, and I don’t think anyone ever has. The crime itself is dread-
ful, too horrible to talk about, and God grant that the murderer
may be found out, and I think he has. I think we can point to
Jim Conley and say there is the man.

“But, above all, gentlemen, let’s follow the law in this matter.
In circumstantial cases you can’t convict a man as long as there’s
any other possible theory for the crime of which he is accused,
and you can’t find Frank guilty if there’s a chance that Conley is
the murderer. The State has nothing on which to base their
case but Conley, and we’ve shown Conley a liar. Write your ver-
dict of not guilty and your consciences will give vour approval.”

For three and a half hours on Friday, August 22, the huge
Luther Rosser pleaded for Frank’s life. His voice was husky, but
he spoke incisively. He grew bitter in his attack on Dorsey’s
methods, and heaped scorn and sarcasm on Jim Conley, declar-
ing it was a shame to the city and state that the word of a “filthy,
criminal, lying Negro” should be taken in an effort to hang a
man and that the state would regret it for many a day.

“Well, gentlemen, the older I get the gentler I get and I
wouldn’t think or say anything wrong about those misleading
little girls who swore Frank was a bad man. I guess they thought
they were telling the truth. Well, did Miss Maggie Griffin really
think Frank was a vicious man and yet work there three years
with him? Don’t you think she heard things against him after
the crime was committed and that when she got up here and



