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looked through the heated atmosphere of this trial, she did not
see the real truth? And Miss Myrtis Cato, she was there two
months. I wonder what she could know about Frank in that
time. There was Mrs. Donegan and Miss Johnson and another
girl there about two months, and Nellie Pettis, who never
worked there at all, and Mary Wallace, there three days, and
Estelle Wallace, there a week and Carrie Smith, who like Miss
Cato, worked there three years. These are the only ones in
the hundreds who have worked there since 1908 who will say
that Frank has a bad character. Why, you could find more peo-
ple to say that the Bishop of Atlanta, I believe, had a bad char-
acter, than have been brought against Frank.

“You noticed they were not able to get any men to come from
the factory and swear against Frank. Men are harder to whee-
dle than are little girls. Does anybody doubt that if that fac-
tory had been the bed of vice that they call it, that the long-
legged Gantt would have known of it> They had Gantt on the
stand twice, and, well, you know Gantt was discharged from the
factory, of course you weren’t told why in plain words, but you
all know why. Well, Frank is not liked by Gantt and Gantt
would have loved to tell something against his former employer,
but he couldn’t.

“Gentlemen, take a look at this spectacle, if you can. Here is
a Jewish boy from the North. He is unacquainted with the
South. He came here alone and without friends and he stood
alone. This murder happened in his place of business. He told
the Pinkertons to find the man, trusting to them entirely, no
matter where or what they found might strike. He is defenseless
and helpless. He knows his innocence and is willing to find the
murderer. They try to place the murder on him. God, all merci-
ful and all powerful, look upon a scene like this!

“The thing that arises in this case to fatigue my indignation
is that men born of such parents should believe the statement
of Conley against the statement of Frank. Who is Conley? Who
was Conley as he used to be and as you have seen him? He was
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a dirty, filthy, black, drunken, lying nigger. Black knows that.
Starnes knows that. Chief Beavers knows it. Who was it that
made this dirty nigger come up here looking so slick? Why
didn’t they let you see him as he was? They shaved him, washed
him and dressed him up. Gentlemen of the jury, the charge of
moral perversion against a man is a terrible thing for him, but
it is even more so when that man has a wife and mother to be
affected by it. Dalton, even Dalton did not say this against
Frank. It was just Conley.

“Gentlemen, I want only the straight truth here, and I have
yet to believe that the truth has to be watched and cultivated by
these detectives and by seven visits of the solicitor general. I
don’t believe any man, no matter what his race, ought to be
tried under such testimony. If I was raising sheep and feared for
my lambs, I might hang a yellow dog on it. I might do it in the
daytime, but when things got quiet at night and I got to think-
ing, I'd be ashamed of myself. You have been overly kind to me,
gentlemen. True, you have been up against a situation like that
old Sol Russell used to describe when he would say, “‘Well, I've
lectured off and on for forty years, and the benches always
stuck it out, but they was screwed to the floor.” You gentlemen
have been practically in that fix, but I feel, nevertheless, that
you have been peculiarly kind, and I thank you.”

On Friday afternoon, August 22, Hugh Dorsey began his
summation. He spoke until court adjourned at 5:30 p.m., for six
hours on Saturday, and for another three on Monday morning.

It was a white-hot Philippic, not incisive or analytic, but
exhausting and emotional rhetoric, pure and simple. And as
such it was brilliant. William Faulkner called the South a myth
and James McBride Dabbs calls it a poem. The South is also its
own rhetorical invention. Dorsey’s was precisely the speech that
would spur a juror to vote guilty.

Arnold and Rosser had to interrupt Dorsey’s summation con-
stantly. They charged he had commented on subjects other than



