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Thanks 1,or rire copy oll the Doll i,rltervierq atlci for tlle Ei:st'ein atld Eysenck

letters. obviousll,', Eysenck thinl<s Doii is intel Lect-ua1ly djshonest atld

Epstein thinks that; Dol1 is.iust a pullpet, if you pardon the putl'

My orvrr r,ieri is t-irat IJoII i'ras done some simple ancl limited h'ork which iras provicieli

a pari. j ai alswel' capab-l.e of satisf 1'-irrg tlie iess curious' Ht- ci'ear1y ilas been

rei{arcle.l for ,rovidlng this "rigltti' altswer (tirinqs like the Getleral Motors Prize

must be self-explanatory) and has been a. calm and autiroritative voice of reason

w|en it came qenerally to squashing occullational alld environmental cancer

concerns. He is a skilled diplomat, always on automatic pi1ot, with an instinct
for knowi.ng how to dissimilate alld reassure. He has also been the tutor and

referee, directly or indirectly, for almost every epidemiological cancer

researcher irl the Uir.

His influence is immense and we ]'rave to hope tirat it iras been consistently
benign; but one rlow has the feeling that the cancer researcil establishment in

this country has the fulction of saying that cancer is caused by smoking'.?" ,t'
associated only with the vaquest risk factors wili.ch we call study, but hardly hope

t.o moclify very much. We can "chanqe our diet"; "insulate our homes aqainst

raclotr"; "ar,oicJ vi ruses iry immuni zillq ourselves alld our kids"; "practice safe sext'

et.<,: et<:. S<:r'j.olls cra.ncer risl(s snch as exllosul e 1-o carcinoE.ens itr 1-he

i,r,r1.ll-,-1 ace; Irerizerre irr lletrol: ntatl-ntarie car(jitrtlgt'trs in rtater, food alld a1I' a1]e

1r1a-vecl c1,.,:r,.n (llrev r.eouire inciustrizrl r:ontl.,rLiatrce rlttci Gorrertrmt'-'ni.;Lc-:Liou) a'i ttiouaiL

thep' nriqitl cause a trul.y vast nltmber of callcers'

Irly di rect-l-v personal beef with Doll is that he ref uses to itrcorporate the stucil'

of environneni,al betlzene exposure in the Childirood Leukaemia Study (of which he

is cha.ir) oD t,he qrounds that he would llot, kllow how to do it' Yet benzetre is ihe

oply leukaemla-causiIlg aqent t.o r,'ilich we are all exposed oll a riaily basis' albeit
to cl if ierent ext-eltts. Benzetle causes l.eukaemia i.n aciul1-s (for sure) alld is
ltel ieved to be much more active in chilciren. Yet DolI says, when challenqed b-v

me allci others, that these small levels of betrzene cause no harm (the levels we

are ciisct-tssing are similar t'o the proposed new us a-as-!rpaL]-oi]4f,- exposure limits
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adults) but is happl- to look" at.

tirat ti'ris kil-1s peoP1.e. The

,ri. ir: "Proi.essor Do11, could l'-ou

find out whether exposing infauts
statiorr kills them?" "Sorr1', Simotl'
you a 1i1-tle side-stud-v on their huge

smoki nq" .

.j..i

anotirer small exposure, passive smoking, a1d
man is dangerous in his inconsistencl. What I

r.rse the immense resources at your di sposal to
to occupa.tional levels of bet'rzene at the petrol

woulcln' t- know wliere to start . Bul I ' 11 do
risk tilrouqil tileir paretrts' it'r't-sl-'otrsible

Richarcl DoIl is over 80 and it is thus harci to ktrow what is a qretsp tli'1;r'r:sent
day r,,iewpoints and what are memories of people, evettts and attitudes -1tl l'ears
ag;. But jt is a, little srrrprisirg ti'rat- he does not rentember m1'" recc:nt

cont.riitut.iotrs t.o the trir 1.rol1u1-iorl clebate, qiven. for eramprle, tht'fact. tilal wt:

irave correspotrdecl , appearetl o1 thr: Siln1e proqliamnles and so otl' l'11,erper'iettce oi'
llave (;t)I f Cbpulluclr, @lrPccrl vr vhr errrru

Dol i, i3 this resprer:t., urakes me i'ec. l almrtst as strorlp, ll'- as Epstqrli. l clt' i'eeirr\'/rl' 
l;;-"r;.,.:i,,,i,,r His s-Liiir1.]rnt Doll lras playecl clowtr r,eilrt:rt.l ar air uollr.tti.on in llarticular'

abopt- ver1, heavv air rtrt1luIion irclssiblv corrt,ribuLirle. a 707" excess risL llr snltrilers

is ponsepse oi'tlte lirst. older'. The st.rrrlies he tlrtotes cio I'rot- e\l-it. Hi" hr)]l''

iras helpt'd maiie sure thel'qielre Ile\el'carried out''

llc'sL oi' Irr<:k r,i.t.lr tire I'esi. oi ii.
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