Journalist @ 3

Besley wins £54,000
from ‘thief’ Hynds

ANDREW BESLEY, the
Cornish [i)!;otngnphcr who
with the backing of the NUJ -

spent 10 gals pursuing i
crooked former news agency

boss Ted Hynds, has won
£44,500 in damages over the
theft of his pictures of 2
lifeboat disaster.

Awarding the sum, plus an
estimated £10,000 in interest,
Judge Tan Mackintosh said

that Ted Hrgnds, former owner

of Devon News Services in
Exeter and until this summer
a reporter with the People,
was “a liar and a2 cheat and a
th/i\iﬂ j freel h h

a clance photo, er
based in St Ives, %ndrcﬁ? E
Besley had the “scoop of 2
lifetime” in the Penlee lifeboat
disaster of December 1981, and
| Ted Hynds, to whom he had
entrusted syndication of his
exclusive pictures, had stolen
the proceeds.
He had fobbed off Andrew
Besley’s attempts to recover

l“lriis ﬂ]lng:mt and his picturof

The judge told Truro
County Court that the
freelance “in the front line
had to be protected from this
gpe of operator like Hynds.”

e awarded the damages for
breach of contract: the
contract was based on trust
and the case was “a ve
serious breach of trust”,

The case took so long
because Andrew Besley had
accepted a settlement of £500
in 1985, because he could not
challenge Ted Hynds’ assertion
that he did not the
l)icturcs. Later they came to
ight after Devon News
Services had changed hands.

With the bac of the NUJ
Andrew Besley embarked on
the long fight to get the case
rcopened, and in February this
year succeeded (Journalist,
April). Judge Mackintosh lifted
the stay on the action, opening
the way to the final hearing in
September.

The has spent an A
cst(iimntcd £80,000 on the case,
and is now preparing to
recover thispfmm Te% Hynds
who is now reported to
working in public relations in
Thailand. Charges have been
put on his propertics.

Andrew Besley says: “I want
to placc on record my
heartfelt thanks to the NUJ
and cnabling us together to
achieve such an overwhelming
victory.

“It is not just for me, it is for
every freelance. The jud
upheld the basic principles of
freelancing, that it can onl
work on trust based on prior
arrangement, which must be
respected.”

The judge had great praise
for him. ;!lg:said: sﬁ‘ra B}éslcy
built up his case over years of
the most detailed and patient
&ormd he n'tlli:dc hcils case

roughout wi
humour, despite E:oangcr and
the enormous frustration. It
was excellent!”

B ey~ wiccory T wite Bery1
Besley’s victory, his wife B
dicd.cyS)hc haeruﬂ'crcd fm:lry
cancer for many years. The
family had had to sell their
house to fight the case and

Bcsley had helped her
husband with it, and had the
satisfaction of living long
enough to sec it won.



