No/bAn/oP 2nd July, 1901,

The Rt. fHon. Sir Michael Havers, («C+y MePey
Attorney~Genernl

Attorney~General :'a Chanmbers

Royal Couris of Justice,

Loudon, WC2A 2IL,

Dour Sir Michael,

n behalf of the National Cempaipn for the Refom of the Obsecene Pablicw
ations Actm, I write to express anger and ondrege over the committal for frial
Yo the Cemntral Crimimal Court of lire. Michaecl Dogdanov, director of ihe
lational Theatre's productiop "The Romans in Eritain” om & charge of procuring
the eommission Ly o men of an act of gross indecency with anothor men, contrary
te the Sexuecl Offences Act of 18G0.

As you and, indeed, kive Femneth lerington, the Horseferry Road Court
slipendisry sagistrate will lmow fnll well, the 1058 Sexusl 0ffences Act wos
never inteaded to be applied to simulated acts in the course of a theatrical
performance. You, yourself, have ruled thatwhere was no infringemenk of the
Theatros Act of 1068 in the staging of the particulsr sceme in questiom, siuce
you refused to conseni to & prosecution under that Act, either by the police
or Mra. lary Ghiteheouses As Mr. Dogdanov's counsel, Lord Mutchinson 0.C.,
aeoerted in Court, lhis trwmped-up charge by the bigoted, vindielive Whitehouse
and her leathsome cronies, is nothing more than an attempt to sicunvent that
Acte That this kind of thing is happening in this comntry, which claims io he
a Y¥roc scciety'; in this day and age, is a scandal of monwmental proportions.

What has incensed so many of us, probably even more than i, Harincion'e
actual decision to gonmit the defendent for trial, is the award of costs to
Whitehouse from publie fundas, I am further advised that, vhen the jury throw
out the case - us they undoubtedly will = Whitehouse will still not be liable
for costs, What kind of crasy society are we living in, for goodness sake?
Thie is doubly infuristing for me, persomally, because when I wanted to bring
& vrivete prosecution against Whitehouse for wasting police time, under the @
Criminel Low Act of 1967 (Section 8}, fhe Directer of Public Prosecutions
refused to give me his comsent, which is, as you know, required under that
Statate, just as yours is reqiired under the Theatres Act. If your, or the
DePP.'s consent had been required under the Sexual 0ffences Act, 1 do not
think I am being too presumptuous in thinking thet Whitehouse would not have
received it either. It is as clear as clear that she, frustrated as she was
by your proper refusal to take action against the play, has scraped the legal
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iire,
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continuation/ssevasses

barrel ian an endeavour to find mm,&ny,hmmmmm,_
eoek a snook at the Theatres Act (an Aet censorahip in the theatre,
88 its preamble states) and "get" the National Theatre by hook or by crack,

I do hope you will not think it impertinent, therefore, if I ask that, in
view of the extraordinary circumstances ing this case, wonld it net be
an eminentiy suitcble oceasion for you to T & stay of proceedings by nolle
Prosequi, partiecularly since you yuurself have been involved in the metter and
have already decided, in effect, that the law vas net broken? This would at
least restore some temporary sanity to the legal process in thiy evumiry and
prevent tho waste of any further vast arounts of publ ic money on preawoting and

If I have written in excessively dramatic terms, I am sure you will
anpreciate that this natter is something aboot which I and the many supporters
of tihe Netiomal Campaiza for the Reform of the Obscene Publications icts feel
& Bence of great outrage. It 18 an indispatable fact that the United Zinpdon
slroady has nore censorship restrictions than virtually any other of the mo=
called froe Western World, That in itaeli is a disgreceful situatien vhich
should lens since have been remediede llowever if the present case agzins?
Eichael iogdancv succeeds, then we might as well bid farewell 1o freedon of
expression ia this eountry for, faor from progressing into the vealwms of sanity
and tolersace, we shall ha retrozressing to the vicionsly restrictive standards
of at least a Rundred years Broe

1 respectfully ask yom, thepefore s to initiate all nocessery ateps vithout
delay, to ensure that this sitwation can mever happen againe Any facilitating
legislation required for this could well be incorporoted iu the oue new piece

Yours sincersly,




