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Dear Hr fdebb,

- Having completed the accompanying letter I
realised that I had forgotten to ask if you can~

(L) Give me an address and for informetion about The
Legal Action Committee ALouncil? as I wish to get
in touch?

(B) Cen you give me an individual and address et the
fome 0ffice? CRe O.FA.and willisms Reporl)

1 feel also that it is only common courtesy for me
+o0 tender my sincere apologies for all typing errors and
occasions of confused syntax in the accompanying pages,fhilst
I don't seek to excuse scruffy workmenship as being just that
I am coping with a lot of problens in any matter of dealing
with correspondeince.

- Phanking you for your ajteng]
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THE firm which opened
a sex shop in Blackburn

has threatened to turn-a

Yorkshire town into the
Soho of the North, |
Conegate TLid. whe Tun
the Private Shag chain, are
inyolved in a bitter battle
with clean-up crusaders in
E&l’nﬂﬁy» E e e S Loaees

ay sex shop firm

]

Young mums protesting

. gbout the sex shop's siting

near a junior school have
formed a picket line outside

.the shop.

And the firm claim that

“there has been more than-

£;th8,t_)ﬂﬂ worth of lamage to
nelr property, o
Now they are planning to

retaliate.

School meals

demo on

menu for minister...

MEMBERS of- the National
Union of Public Employees
will be among demonsira-
tors waiting to see the
Education Secretary Mark
Carlisle when he visits
Blackpurn on Friday,

. And they will he press-.

ing him for a statement of
licy on the schoo] meals

serviee. - - e

NUUPE officlal Neville
Dayvies said a delegation of
unieu members would be af
Blackburn's College of

Technology and they would-

be hoping' to meet Mr Car-

“We want to point out
to him that the equivalent
of 1,000 jobs in the school
meal service in Lemcashire
have disappeared,” said
Mr Davies.

“Many of our members
have lost between £10 and
£15 a week in pay. It is
also important we impress
upon him that it would be
a disaster if the meal brice
were gllowed to increage
any further, particularly in
the primary schools.

“We want a statement of
policy  from him on the
future of the service, §§1d

The man In charge at
the new Blackburn shap,
My Mark Gainsford, man-
aged the Barnsley shop for
its first stormy week.

His Ford GrQanada car
was badly damaged by
vandals when he parked it
near to the Barnsley shop.
. He said: “ Phat car is my
pride and Joy and it needs
a ecomplete respray now.
These people have got our
baeks up and we are going
to give them 'something to
really complain about. :

Expand

“They will never get us
out. It has come right from
the tap twat_we are going
to expand in Barnsley, Even
if it means not making a
profit, we will bring more
shops into the town, It's
no idle threat.”

But Mr Gainsford said
that he thought a repeat of
the Barnsley uprcar was

- unlikely in Blackburn,

. Conegate . publishing

direetor Mr David Reed

said: '“If Barnsley think
they have %{ problem now,
they won't knew what has
hit them soon, We are
seriously considering open-
ing up ‘abput ten - shops
and deveoping. Bams-lgy, as
the Soho*ef the Nortq,” -
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Hr G, A, Lewis,

2, Pearl Street,
Acerington,
LANCASHIRE EBS OBHN

February 12th, 1981.

P have corresonded recently with lir 4. Bristow, Chairman of the

e of Literature and the Arts Society, with regard to the appended Petition o the

san. Court of Justice and other related matters, He has suggested thet I should combach

_.-M?,.-—r_,ﬂ" L i g s = s

: Uy purpose is twofold; contrary %o my initisl hopes and expectations I am

: gamt;g more static than music in striving to get this Petiiion circulsting widely. iy legal
representatives - ho"éh barrister and solicitor — also ay local leuber of Parlisment are just
three of the individusls showing a strange, but not ineluctible, desire fo keep their hesds
well down where this matter is concerned. I am also anxious to put in, on behalf of both the
frade and the general public, & few comments on the Willilam's Aeport. From those two angles
the Report is ome helluva dogs-breakfast and capable of mmltiplying rather then eliminsting
the mess of ancmalies currently debauching the freedom of the private citizen.

E I hawve been in continuons conflict with Manchester's Blue Hafia,and the

conteaporary Ghengis Kban who leads it,for eight years-plus, I chall be going to lanchester

- Crown Court on the 9th of next month, aund for the umpteenth time, fighting the last of
several Forfeiture Urders. 1t is ay inten‘tior; to go straight from there o the Luropesn Court
of Justice. long experience teaches me that Justice is not a commodity freely available in
bnglish courts., That is particularly the case in lanchester where no Judge or Hagistrate will
risk incurring the displeasure of Ghengis Khan, Juriss, on the other hand - and thank God -
are not suscepbible of the same kind of intimidation.

48 the Petition makes elear, my primary argument against the (bscene fublicat~
ions iet (Amended 1959) is it'e unconstituiional nature, It swyves asunder the very bed-roek
of English jurisorudence in a way which is guite frightening when you analyse il in terms of
plain, ordinary commeonsense, At & time when very strong undercurrents of exitremism in a
variety of guises ig tearing at the sub-stmucture of soeisty the O.P.A. provides an ideal
machine capable of modifieation to serve any minority form of social, religious or political
extrenmisn able to master the kind of cloub &is;_:la.;r:ad by The Listeners and Viewers Assog¢iation,

That is the critical point I am sbtruggling to gel acsross and, so help me God,
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Court, I ;E&el a very mal and deep concern for the fact that millions of ordinary citizens
are going quietly about their laaily' sffeirs completely iznorsmb of the way in which their most
basic Eaeedma are at risk by virtue of judicial defanlt in playing Judas with z fundamental
principle of law.

I haye been at pains, over several years, to discuss this point with folk from
all mi:ks of life and have found them in unanimous agreement. It wes that practise and the

_resulis it produced which led to the framing of the Petition and it's gathering of more than
500 signatures to date.

But I have also found a shartling desres of public concensus on another aspeeth
of censorship's implieit threat znd adding urgency to the need for reform, As T have already
4ried to indicate to the D,L.i,5 and others, soclety is now into the fringe of & deep-seated
crisig that must ultimately Build up to the destruction of civilisation as we know it today.
‘L‘he sloger that crisis approaches to it's inevitable boilimg-point the stronger will become
pressures of extremism and it is then thet the evil precedent set by the C.P.A. will De
seized upon - if it is sbtill available for use.

As regards the Williams Heport, and speaking with the benefit of very many years
in bockselling, I can meke & good cass on bhehalf of the public and the trade alike explaining
why the Comnittee has mot dome as good & job a8 it could amd should have.

Ho tzader should be allowed to deal exclusively in adult material.

Bookselling is not wholly about making profits nor, in any final analysis, can
be considered a& nothing but a fomm of commercial emberprise, Any bookseller or newsagenb
worth his salt recognises himself as performing a useful and beneficisl service to the
commumity, The public which provide his daily bread heve, on that basis, a morsl right to
expect that the individual trader will offer a stock which is reasonably comprehensive along
lines, the nsture of which, the public themselves will indicate by their patronage, These
general patterns of trading, differing as they do according to loeality, also fluetuate in
tems of public taste and fashion, For & long time mow it has been wery obvious that thes
majority of customers are FOT moronie "pornophiles" slavvering over fruity words and pictures.
They are plain ordinary joes and janes, mature, sane and sensible, who see no hurt, hear no
hurt or know no hurt in adding items of adult material o their main bedy of purchases, This

is the point which balefully repressive Authoritaring busy-bodies persist in ignoring. Qhe
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*ﬁu‘ﬁ;cs attitude to sexually explicit material has undergone a radical shift in the past tea
years - as I have good reason to kuow. In two jury trials at ianchester Crown Court, in 1978
and 1979 respectively, both juries "rigged" with more than the average proportion of ladies,
resulted in acquittals, fhe total of 26 charges all related fo items of “hard poran® aad nobody
= apart from the D.?,P, - was more startled than myself by 23 acquittals and thrse "hung®"
verdicts. So this shift of public attitude IS real encugh and MUST be taken into account by
those who seek to forbify their inadequate egos by pushing their ideas and beliefs onto every-
body else guite arbitrarily, On that basis alone the Williams' proposals to hive adult mater-
ial off intd Iicensed Premises is without either moral or ethieal walidity,

The business of maldnyg adult material freely available to adults only as part
of a genersl stock offering a reasoneble range of choices is purely and Eimplj a matier of
the shopkeeper conducting his premises with o proper sense of social responsibility. I speak
fron practical experience, Between 1969 and 1973, trading to the letter and in the spirit of
ny advertised name, "Che Family Book Exchange", I kept all my customers quite happy withouk
offering the slightest mrt of offerce to public sensibilities, Adult material was available
on the counter for those who wanted it, But it wes always out of sisht of those who did not.
Indeed, when fthe local Press leaped in joyfully fo headline news of my shop having been
"raided®, there were regular customers who, apart from expressing their comaiserations,
expressed regrel at having failed to realise that adult material had been available all the
time.

I have absolutely no sympathy wrr.L the many newsagents who have been getting
"turmed over® in recent years, They have been the major culprite in giving offence to the
general public with reckless displays of their wares. Nor, in the process, have they been
offering the public any real service. Avaricious self-interest has always restrained them
from offering exchange facilities, Contrary to popular belief, such a service does HOT produce
vast additional profit. But it IS highly inconvenient for the shopkeepser in several waye.
Honsthelegs, in my book, the customer is entitled Ho expect to be shown thalt consideration.

But the major proposal put forward by williams, that of licensed premises
operating behind blacked-oul windows, HAS GUT TC BE KICKED INIO: TOUCH, I refer you, lir #ebb,
to the attsched newspaper—cutting,

Firet and foremost,puch licenses would be issued, presumebly, by the same route
88 & Fublican's Ticense, i.e., under lbe suspices of local megistrates. These are the gelf-

sane pompous and self-righieous so-and-so's who are currently inflicting their personal

e e R N . ' Sad s
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hang-ups, neuroses and general inadequacies of wrmnﬂity on a hapless publie under the
auspices of the 0,P.4A,. One might as well instruct a conservationist to distribute licenses
for the culling of grey seals, Pitiless, arrogant,uncharitable attitudes are prime character-
istics of those who champion the (,F.A, but the bums on the Bench are, in my experience, the
créme de. la créme of the emtire breed,

But boih before and after the worthies oa the Beunch have performed their
publie duty with obstructive zeal the individual licenses fhemselves are going to attract the
attention of the most undesirable elements in society, The police corruption incidents in W.l.
a few yoars back were just the +ip of an iceherg having & very broad base in the underworld, -
1% is typical of the do-gooders narrow ouwtlook that, despite the warnings snd protests of
small people like myself who always knew what was (and IS) going om, the 0U.FP.A. can only
work to inflate commodity prices a thousandfold or more and so offer an irresisbible invitat-
ion w0 the undesirables. In short, by eliminating the C.F,A. in it's present form, you
cauterise & suppurating sore which cannot be cured in any other way., It is literally true to
say that, in terms of practical effect, the most effective censorship is that which resides
with society's joes and janee rather the iuthoritarian, self-rightecus do-gooder.

In the meantime, referring back %o the atiached cutting, the commercial paras-
ites featured there in conflict with the public are behaving in a manner which underlines and
saplifies the truth of everything I bave just said, More than that, they operate as mere rip-
off joints, exist for no purpose other than to fleece the public, I have in ny possession ad
this very aoment, iwo small magazines which I would be happy to flog &t 0 or 40p and on a
half-price exchange basis. BOTH HMAGAZINES WERL PUACHASED, NON-HUTUGHABLE, AT £@ EACH AND
SEALED IN POLYTHENG WRAPS. More than that, BUTH magazines are good examples of kind of trash
being peddled, The sheer animal crudity of their literary “style® is appalling beyond
description, Hever in & million years of Christmas Days will this state of affairs lead to
the progressive lifting of standards of presentation genmsrally whieh is what the public are
really looking for., The joes and janes of this world, contrary to what the do-gooders choose
to believe, ARE posmessed of sesthetic sensibilities sex~wise and it is their Gol-given
inalienable right o expect that those who supply them with sexually explieit material will
play a fundamental role in assisting them to cultivate those same sensibilities in a truly
civilised mammer, Man is slways an animsl bub at least he can learn to rub in & refined way.

BUT NEVER IF THE LIEES OF CONBGATE L;ED HAVE ‘*OWT TO DO WITH IT.

To & final poinmt which, in many ways, is one of oritical consequence as regards

T
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the implications behind the williass reeo‘;mende:bion for the licensing of premises.

Of the 70O megsazines I shall be fighting to retain off areh 9%h, at least 500
are thoroughly innocuous publications such as “Hayfair®, "Penthouse®, "Hen Only", "Form",
"Fiesta”, "Knave', "Club Continental',“Cinema X" and “Hotshot® MGeme™, When the worthy Judge
comes to pronocunce an opinion on these publications he will be applying no objective criteris
consistent with the Lbsolutes of Hatural Morality - the prineiple applying otherwiss asg
fundamental to the rules of admissible evidence. The Jjudge will merely draw upon his own
personal, private prejudices -~ which, even then, will not necessarily reflect a THIE picture
of his personsl likes and dislikes,

It is the O.P.A, and the 0,P.A. alone for which I shall be gunning st Strasbourg
a8 & result of what I elready lnow will be an unfaveurable judieial rulfing in respest of my
property, And where, if I fail, will that leave the harmless publications listed above ? #ith
no outlet other than literary brothels monopolised by Messrs Congste Lid, Ho newssgent will
be allowed to stock such publications unless his windows are blacked-out snd hie business
properly licemsed. Anybody who believes that such a state of affairs is in the best interests
of the general public can only be & member of The Listeners and Viewers Association or the
Festival of Light. If the Williems Uommittee had included “gress-roots" elements, businessmen
trying to give the public a square deal from the msall shops of the land, immediate recognit-
ion that eommercial trap would have been immediate.

I can only repeat whet I said before; let every joe and jane be his/her own
censor and they will do the job propsrly and in e manner hopelessly beyond the capacities of
Authoritarian cranks with an inflated opinion of thelr own sense of values,

Forgive me, Hr Webb, if this letter sounds pedantic, magisterial, self-opinion~
ated or what-have-you, The fact is this; had I chosen to go around asssulting old ladies,
interfering with children, robbing banks or conning people out of their cash I would have

been trested by Authority with far more leniency than has, in faet, been the eoage over the

past eight—plus years, I have been all bui destroyed and I mean just thet. Right now I am %oo

old, too tired and too weary of this lousy world to be deeply stirred by any emotion other
than that of = burning belief in the need to try and lesve socielby humanised and enlightened

in a way which will be a blessing to my children and grandchildren, Their future is dark

enough as it is,
Sincerely ( and hopefully ) /‘1
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PETITION TO TUE EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE

AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, STRASBOURG.

HE_the undersigned, being freeborn English men and women in the heritege of llagna

Carta and of mature years,beseech your intervention upon our behalf in the cause

of common justice,

WE are long beset by an Act of Parlisment ( The Obscene Publications Act, (1959)

the letter and spirit of which we hold to be in open violation of the prineciples

and rules of Hatural Justice. We contend that this Act of Parliament is in moral,
and therefore legal, default by admit{ing into the administration of common

justice an element otherwise proscribed in Fatural Justice and English Law alike

i,e. subjective judicial opinion based upon private, personal prejudice invested

with the authority of prima facie evidence., In conseguence,all versons arraigned

under the provisions of this Act of Parliament become  ensnzred with total

liability for proof of innocence when confronted with allegations of a waste-
fully presunptive nature,

WE further complain that the Act of Parliament here referred to is in open

defiance of Article 83 of the Convention of hHome. Sectional commercial interests

having strong Parliamentary representation actively promote and defend this Act,
despite widespread public opposition,for the purpese of eliminating competition

from publishers outside an esteblished confraternity, The individual citizen's

democratic right to freedom of personal choice is thereby constrained in a

manner wholly inconsistent with the principles and rules of Hatural Justice.

; Eﬁ_challenge the moral /legal validity of the Ubscene Publications Act (1959) in

o sincere belief that +the Lew is Divinely appointed to serve society and the

cause of comnon justice by invoking the principles and rules of-Natural Jdeutice

on behalf of the individuel citizen,mainteining an equitable balance between his

inzlienzble social rights and their concomitant responsibilities.Present popular

oppogition to this ict arises from & recognition of it's failure to observe the

critical principle of ecuitability., e therefore seek amendment of the Act B0

that the individual's inalienable democratic right to freedom of personal choice

is upheld and dignified by responsible copcern for an inalienable public right

to be spared any emharfassing affront caused by open display of aduli material,




