13-April '

EQUITY AGY MOTION 19 Speech of Beconder Pamela Manson

Trienls Romans Countrymen and Felleow Members we come to

bury Whltehouse - not to praise her. David Webb is net Titus
Andronicus. He is not tight &= & tie either. Bvery word of
what he says is true, Artisitic endezvour and integrity and the
ve ry existence of both in the Demccratic sense is this country
is at risk and tnis is highlizhted by the amendment to Dawvid
WebY'w motion proposed by MzdhswxSksxrmx David Gwillin snd
seconded by Madhav and wnich I shall now read

i) explore changes in our contrsets and/or the law to proteet all

our members (including Directors) from any criminal proceelings

arising out o their fulfilling their contractusl obligation to

employvers under Eguity contrscts

ii) offer full legesl support to anv member sufferingas a result

of such procesdings

iii) moniter din particular, ths case of Michael Bogdanov (Directo
of Romans in Britzin) and keep the membership informed of any
developments immediately theyv ocrour; and

iv) . announce publiecly, the full and unequivoesl supvort of our
Trzde Union for our member Micheel Bogdanov.

This country hes not woken up the daneger of the nro-censorship
lobby. On the Faseist Right and the Communist ILeft in

coun ries where thsece policies exist there 1s censorship of
writing, performing and rublishing meterials with which these
totalitarian rulers of these regimes do not agree. In both
Tasecist ani communist countries people are penalised harshly to the

point of endangering their own lives when they fight for freedom
of spesech thouzht and,gction within thegse regimes. Vaelav
Havel Andre Czeruiﬁf artistes in Chile and South Africa
imprisoned for championing artistic frecdom are cases in point.
Your Commibttee EBguity'!'s International Committes for Artistes
Frezdom £¢§z§? to =msmrEx save these people.

w

In June next, the first step towards risking a member of our
Union - a Director of enormous talent, being impriseoned onf the
sxeuse and device of 'procuring people to perform an indecgnt

act™ taies plece. The last person who should be prosecuteq is
Bogdanov. If anybody should be prosecuted it sheuld be ¢
author, the critics or expecia’'ly Mary Whitehou-e

herself who gave publicity to the content of the play. gdenov

only interpreted the cont-nts of the authew of the play.
The Attorney General cold have intervened snd not zllowed t his
esse. He did not choose to do so. The faect that a case of this
kind ig to be allowed in our Courts of the Reslm could be the
forerunner to banning not only the performing of but the
publishing of literary works. If Romans in Britain is ruled that
it may not be performed in tact as the author wrote it - then

it may not be long before Msrlowe's Richard II and Rattigan's
play on Lawrence of Arabia may not be allowed performance.

One has only to rezsd the marazine Index on Censorship to learn
graphically and hor ificzllyf censorship works in totalitarisn
stetes and what happens to creative peonie who protest against
it What eould hzpnen if Whitenouse is sllowed full rein is that
not only plays but sex education borks sold in bland WH Smith's
bookshops cruld be at risk. Maybe "noddy in Toyland" would be
locked on 25 subversive if Whitehouse and her ilk so wished it.
Members of the Stapniine Orders Committee said to me "Couldwe



not wasit until the trial or after it to protest on Bogdsnov's
behalf. Feilow Members. The ans.er is WO WE CGULD NOT.

I ha.e spent twelve years fighting on behalf of dissiénts

and Jews in the Soviet Union and other EBastern Bloc countries
T know what it means when Secret FPolice bring chawges

arginast Taman Rights Sup porters. When Ghey &re talten into
custody, and before charges are made against them. Their
follow Human Rights supporters, and activists in the
Western Democracies show solidarity and supoort for their

comrades BAFORE and not AFIERthe event. Bk w ke ds Ar

Wokellr ey Ko s v bl Qi wh Tl o0 Sanincnd (g Tt ) g

Phink whet capitsl would be made by Tass if Bogdanov 1is (ufna*kag

seen to be tried because he directed & play which compared

Roman dinvasion of Ancient Briton with et British Imperialist f%"*.&lw\la\
rag il _Tntervention in Northern Trelend sewel ask this me-ting hm:m~q}uqhmdg
fa - NoW 5 show Michsel Bogdanov S0LIDARITY W, And therefore, T ask you 2l

to gupport o# David webb's motion, David Gwillin and

Madhev Sharmz's amendments, wholeneszrtedly, unreservedly and “nfiﬁ}pbvas
o kel SQX) unanimoudly. I second this motion ) —

end




