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'snuff' videos, ie. to have
been tortured and murdered for the
explicit pulpose of their deaths being
filmed is almost beyond belief. Full
details are not yet available, and
because of the constraints on sub
judical legal matter it is likely to be at
least a year, perhaps two before this
case can be discussed fully and openly
in all its gory details. If and when this
case does come to murt, it will
undoubtedly be the domestic trial of
the century, Denis Nilsen, even the
IRA for their capacity to render the
public speechless in horrified
fascination.

Nothing revolts ordinary people quite
so much as the torture and murder of
children; the fact that this appears to
have taken place on an unprecedented
scale and to have been well organized
makes it even worse. AlreadY
righteous indignation is pouring in
from all sides, and apart from
'hanging, drawing and quartering the
bastards,' there will be many sincerely

voiced suggestions as to what can and be seen, but for anyone to make such a

should be"Jone to put an end to this claim is astounding. Astounding

kind of obscenity. Not withstanding claims demand astoundingproof, and

the seriousness ind scope of this case, in this case common sense dictates that

we should try to approich it it will be very slow in coming, if at all'

dispassionately; emotion and righteous
anger are poor substitutes for logic and
reason. The torture and murder of
children is bad enough, to comPound
it with abuse of civil liberties and the
suppression of basic human rights
would be the utmost folly, and already
there are those who would do just this.

On 27th ]uly, within hours of the police
releasing the above information to the
press, that self-appointed guardian of
public morality, Mrs Mary Whitehouse
of the National Viewers And Listeners
Association could be heard on
independent radio condemning not
just the alleged murders but the top
shelf in your local newsagents.
According to Mrs Whitehouse, (and

her ilk), the baring of women's nipples
on the front cover of Penthouse is the

first step on the road to the
sod omi sing, strangulation
and snuffing of seven year
olds. She compounded
this quantam leap of
perverted logic with a
claim, supposedly made
by the World Health
Organisation, (well might
you ask WHO?), that uP to
a million children
worldwide may have been
similarly 'snuffed'.

Whether or not Mrs
Whitehouse or the WHO
are being deliberately
sensationalist remains to

1.5

Returning to the subject of 'snuffing'

children, let us examine this
supposedly well established link
between this and women stripping for
page three of The Scum. ln this
connection, the case of Gilles de Rais is
worth mentioning. Who was Gilles de
Rais? Gilles de Rais, (140440) was a
French nobleman and contemporary of

Joan of Arc. born into fabulous wealth,
he distinguished himself as a young
man by becoming a hero of France:
saving the Maid of Orleans'bacon on
several occasions, and defeating the
English at Patay in1'429. Iater he
distinguished himself in a less
reputable manner, by abducting and
murdering perhaps as many as three
hundred young children, a Pastime
which earned him eternal infamy and
the appellation Bluebeard'.

De Rais was executed on 26 October
1440; his other crimes included ripping
off the chutch and invoking demons'
What has all this to do with 'snuffing

children'? Nothing, and that is
precisely the poinf Gilles de Rais
lived in an era before video+ before the
tabloid press, before the efstrence of
pornography in any meaningful sense
Yet he was still willing and able to
engage in an heinous series of crimes
over a period of rnore than a decade,
crimes so monstrous that he made the
Moors Murderers look like a couple of
babysitters.
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grounds on which to ban it, and again
we can drag in the Bible to prove our
point. However, much hahed,
violence and murder may have been
engendered by porn, it lags a long way
behind religion. The latest
manifestation of this ls of course, the
inoeasingly boring saga of The Satanic
Verses. For the sake of writing two
lines in a hack novel, some forty
people are daimed to have died
worldwide while the author of this
'oukage' can never again show his face
in public without the direct risk of
assassination by deranged religious
zealots.

Religion aside, we are all of us
influenced in some ways and to some
degree by literature, TV, other media,
other people and our environment If
we were not, there would be no
propaganda during wartime and no
advertising at anytime. During the
Second World War, the Allies depicted
the Germans as inhuman, sadistic
brutes who were out to ornquer the
world; the Germans depicted the |ews
in a most unflattering manner; the
Americans depicted the Japanese as
slitty-eyed sub-human anthropoids
and so on.

Today the Israelis are depicted as heirs
to the third Reich; white South
Africans as bjambok wielding

monsters; the
Irish are at each
others throats;
the Iranians and
Iraqis; Moslems
and Jews;
Christians and
Moslems as
nauseam. In
view of this,
coupled with the
obvious power
of advertising it
would be foolish
indeed to
suggest that no
one ever at any
time has been
incited by
pornography to
hate, abuse or
even kill a
woman or child.
However.pueh
men are
obviously

already unbalanced; if they
are likely to be moved to
violence by porn it is just as
likely,if notmore so that therg
will be similarly moved by
political extremism,
(induding terrorism),
religious fana ticism, Satanism
or any of a dozen other
causes, crusades and
practices they droose to hitch
their flags to.

The other main argument
pornography, that it degrades
women mightbe countered by
asking: who degrades
women? It is men,
(overwhelmingly) who read
pornography, but it is women/
(overwhelmingly) who pose
for it. The "wimmin's
movemen('would have us
believe that it is men who are
the "degraders", the fact that
there is never any shortage of
women queueing up to drop
their knickers for the cameras
is never given a mention, and
no! it is not the "oppressive"
capitalist system which
"forces" women into this.
Without wishing in any way
to draw any comparison
between nude models and
prostitutes, it is the same with

i '*- 
", ' '
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