


Keep a cool

. . ind choose a.* Steegan’
Lightweight Jacket for
business as-well as leisure.
Tt will keep you cool, com-
fortable and saperbly
well-dressed on the hot-
vest day. Immaculately
tailored in the famous %
crisp® Moygashel * linen,
Come in and iry cne on.

LUTON 5990 HARPENDEN 60

A message from the Chairman

On the eve of another Easter bonnet parade it may be of interest
to many people to know how the parade came into being.

In 1953 Mr W. 5. Foster, a Director of the Davis Gas Stove Co.,
Ltd., having been surrounded all his life by hat trade family connections,
formed an idea that he would like to present a silver cup to the hat
manufacturer who produced the best Easter bonnet—this cup o be
held for one year by the winner,

Luton hat manufacturers gratefully accepted the offer of this cup,
and a Committee was sel up to work out what form the competition
should take, and from this small beginning the Easter bonnet parade
emerged. The Organising Committee in 1953 was completely
overwhelmed at the success which this Easter parade achieved, and
quite overcome by the thousands of people who turned out to enjoy
the procession and the parading of the hats at Wardown Park, and
it seemed that a small hat trade venture had turned overnight into a
large public entertainment for Luton's Easter holiday makers. Thus,
in 1954 this Committee had a really big task on its hands, and was
rewarded again by bigger crowds thanin the previous year—the procession
was larger and the * bonnets™ were absolutely 100%. After due
consideration it was thought that this procession, through the town
to Wardown, would be materially improved by the inclusion of
decorated vehicles from other indusiries in Luton, thereby stimulating
more interest for Luton’s populace in 1955, and this was “ stepped up ™
by the generous gesture of Home Counties Newspapers Lid. including
all industries in their Queens conlest.

The Committee has also used its best endeavours to make the
parade a little more gay than in previous years, by including a few
novelty items of 4 carnival nature,

The Easter Bonnet Parade Committee take the opportunily of
wishing you all a happy day, and trust that the weather will be
favourable to us all on this Easter Monday. The Committee would
also like to thank all organisations, undertakings, firms and individuals,
who have made such great endeavours to bring this Easter parade to
a successful conclusion.

REX SANDERS,

Chairman Easter Bonnei Parade Conunitiee.
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LUTON'S LEADING STORE SINCE 1852 TO"DAY,S CELEBR[TY

BLUNDELLS—1where quality costs less

Proudly we stand . . .

Luton’s leading store for over a hundred vears, the
house of Blundell has always been the main shopping
centre. Its roots are a tradition of good and honest
service. To-day its fifty departments display all that
is best and newest in fashion and fabrics, modern and
traditional furniture, china, glass, carpets, men's and
children's wear. Its restaurant on the second foor is a
pleasant place to meet one’s friends for morning coffee,
lunch or tea.

BLUNDELL RROS (LUTON) LTD

The Fashio ¥ Furnishing Store

Tel. LUTON 5900 MARY PARKER

GEORGE 5T., CHEAPSIDE, CHAFEL ST.
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DS B e From Australian Repertory to B.B.C. Television

‘Madeg @ 3 To-day’s celebrity, vivacious Mary Parker, will be

known to many viewers as the regular commere in the
B.B.C. television feature * Quite Contrary ™, and last
month, for the first time. as a television announcer.

Her experience also takes in radio. the stage and
4 films, both in this country and in Australia.

On the stage, Miss Parker has played in Sydney,
Melbourne, and other Australian cities, and she has also
been in a number of plays on tour in that country. She
has appeared with various repertory companies scattered
throughout Australia, and was frequently heard over the
Australian radio in a variety of parts in a good number

COATS
& COSTUMES

By LONDON'S

LEADING of plays over the past three years.
FASHION Apart from her television duties, Miss Parker is now
HOUSES busily engaged in film-making. She has played a leading
) role in four films for Douglas Fairbanks films, and in
Inchuding . . .

the latest one played the star role. FEarly in June, she
stars in the part of an air hostess in a new Ealing film,
and she is to be co-starred in another new film with
Richard Hearne. She has also been signed for a West
End play.

HARELLA, HEBE-SPORTS,
LYNDALE, BRENNER,
WINDSMOOR, SEIGAL,
MORNESSA and REMOSA
DRESSES BY ALL FAMOUS MANUFACTURERS Apart from her appearances as an announcer and as
commere in “ Quite Contrary ”*, Miss Parker’s television
appearances in this country have included a part in the
television version of the comedy play * Fifty-Fifty”, with
Harry Green. She has also made a television film opposite
Boris Karlofl.

We Stock Large Sizes up to 50 Hips

GWEN BEECH

22 MANCHESTER STREET, LUTON

Miss Parker is the sister of Lt. Cmdr, Michael Parker,
private secretary to the Duke of Edinburgh.
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Miss M. LILLYWHITE

ions Hat i 1954
'.)-{Z’.ﬂh}gruﬁj'{l ! allu.'
}J rf”. I{_ /{H'O/E/ C r
;:-Huhu'u”}.-

For Evervthing in Photography—Everyvihing in Cameras

29 WELLINGTON STREET, LUTON
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TIME TABLE

PROCESSION

Manor Road. Move off 2.15, straight through town to Wardown Park,
(via Park Street, Park Square, George Street, Manchester Street and
New Bedford Road.)

The vehicles will be judged as they pass the Town Hall, by
Mayor : Councillor H. C. Lawrence, Dr. Charles Hill, M.P. for Luton,
and Mr. Norman Cole, M.P. for South Bedfordshire.

Hat Judges :
Mary Parker

Eileen Ascroft
(Evening Stomdurd Fasfior Fd)

Jean Soward
i News Chromicle)

The hats will be judged
in the Park at 3.30 p.m.

Refreshments will be
available.

Licensed tent.

*

Presentation
of prizes
to the winners
al Savoy Cinema
approx. 7 p.m.

HAROLD MOWER, Compere

I the weather is unfavourable, but not bad enough to stop the procession
completely, the route will be shortened to include only the centre of the town.
The procession will turn from New Bedford Road, into Mill Street and Guildford
Street, Lo the George Hotel. 17 that happens (and it is sincerely hoped that it
will not) the hat judging will be done in the ballroom at the George Hotel,
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- EASTER IB@INI;!NIIETT PARADIE
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wWHo's WHo L&' THE PARADE

LUTON BAND Nusber iy

rocssion

Headed by Drum Majorette—Merilyn Mordan 51
Massed Carnival Heads

Group No. 6. COLLINGDON STREET AREA

22, Group MNo. 7. WILLIAMSON STREET AREA
Procession—ALLIED TRADES

23. SUNMAN & HEWSON

Numiber in

“]chunHU MPHREY & SCOTT LTD. 25, WOOLSAND HATS

2, HUMPHREY & SCOTT LTD. 26, ROWLAND CUNNINGHAM

3. ALSO One Man Wearing a Cardboard Box GIRLS LIFE BRIGADE BAND

4. S, HUBBARD LTD. 30. VEHICLE FOR THE QUEENS

5. ASHLEY OVERHILL LTD. Procession—ORGANISATIONS

6. LYE & SONS LTD. (Van and Trailer) 3 LUTON—COY. GIRLS LIFE BRIGADE

7. LILLEYWHITE (TIMBER) LTD. 32, SOUTH BEDS YOUNG FARMERS CLUB
8 GARRATT & WRIGHT LTD. 33 19th LUTON SCOUT TROOP

0. EILEEN CHARM SCHOOL 34, LUTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

Procession—HAT MANUFACTURERS | s MAURERLL SEORIR s

[}

6. LUTON & DISTRICT BRANCH OF ROYAL

16.  Group No.l. BUTE STREET AREA NATIONAL LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION

17. Group No. 2. GUILDFORD STREET
(HITCHIN RD., BUTE ST.)

18.  Group No.3. GUILDFORD STREET i
(BUTE ST., MILL ST.)

19,  Group Mo. 4. WALLER STREET AREA

37.  DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT YOUNG FARMERS®
CLUB

= __ 1

e

8.  DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT YOUNG FARMERS'
CLUB

39.  ROUND TABLE OF LUTON

20,  Group No. 5. OLD BEDFORD ROAD AREA [Cantinued on Page 11
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PHONE :

WALLER STREET

LUTON 4628

CASPER’S

RECOMMEND

THE ORIGINAL

of/ LUTON

FEUGENE

PERMANENT WAVE

PHONE :

GEORGE STREET

&

e
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LUTON 1978

Who’s Who in the Parade —conined

BOYS BRIGADE BAND

Procession—INDUSTRIAL

Mumber in
Procession

46.

47,

48,

49,

53.

54.

35,

56,

57.

58

59.

60,

LAPORTE CHEMICALS LTD

FLOWERS BREWERY

FLOWERS BREWERY

ELECTROLUX LTD

VAUXHALL MOTORS LTD

ALCOCK PEROXIDE LTD.

AC-DELCO

PALADIN COACHWORK LTD

CRYSTAL WARE PRODUCTS (LUTON) LTD
JACKSON ELECTRIC STOVE CO. LTD
G. & A, BRYANT

ESS BEE GOWNS

EASTERN ELECTRICITY BOARD
COMMER CARS LTD

W. E. RODELL & CO.
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Tel. : LUTOM 866 Grams : STRATTON

STRATTON'S

(KIRKWICK MNURSERIES LTD.)
. -
t._'_} / o1 'c:/ ") pecia / isds

We are Members of the F.T.D.A,

4 GORDON STREET * LUTON - BEDS

FOOTWEAR

of DISTINCTION and QUALITY
for LADIES, CHILDREN and MEN

Agents far all
the best branded shoes
H
ESTABLISHED 1860 PHOME : LUTON 121

H. WHITE urex; LTD.

*Luton's Largest Footwear Stores'
24, 26, 28 & 30, MANCHESTER STREET, LUTON
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MODEL OF NEW LUDUN FACTORY

Planned and madslled by C. Gueney Burgess, LLRIB.A.  (Photo by W, H. Cox)
LUDUN LIMITED

(The Bedfordshire Workshop for employing the severely disabled)

A megsage from the Chairman and Secretary of Ludun Limited —

The modern workshop you see in the above photograph is the
latest undertaking by the Directors and Officers of LuDun for employing
the severely disabled.

It i5 being built at Liscombe Road, Dunstable. The present, very
inadequate, workshop at 6 Cardiff Road, Luton, which the people of
Luton and Dunstable have so generously supported can only emplay
sixteen men and we have thirty more on the waiting list. Thirty men
who, because of their disabilities, cannot find work anywhere else.
We have then decided to build the above specially equipped workshop
which will employ up to forty persons.

So far the people of Luton and Dunstable, and even further
afield, have subscribed about £6,500 towards the caost of this factory ;
a very noble effort. The Ministry of Labour and National Service
will give £5,000 and the Bedfordshire County Council a further £5,000,
Altogether with working capital we shall require not less than £17,000.

You, having bought this programme help, too, because the sponsors
have promised to give 25% of the profit to our Building Fund,
We are indeed very grateful to you and to them, but then the people
of Bedfordshire, and particularly those of Luton and Dunstable have
been a tower of strength lo us, and with their generous support we
believe that LuDun will be the finest example of a workshop for the
disabled in the country.

Thanks to you all.
L. W. Plewes, Chairmun.
T. L. Lighifoot, Secretary,

Page 13




/m' ;

* HATTERS’ MACHINERY AND
REQUISITES

* EVERY TYPE OF FACTORY
REMOVAL & RE-EQUIPMENT

* STEAM AND BOILER
INSTALLATIONS

* ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES &
INSTALLATIONS

* MAINTENANCE WORK OF
EVERY TYPE

G. F. FARR & SONS, LTD

COLLINGDON STREET

PHONE : 12055 LUTON PHONE : 2056

CFARRBEST
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Luton’s Industries on Parade

This year's Easter Bonnet Parade is rather different from its two
predecessors in that it has been extended to include more than Luton’s
hat industry. The hat industry takes a leading part, of course, and
there is some fitness in that, not merely because the parade started
out purely as a hat trade affair, but because the hat trade, besides
being Luton's traditional industry, is also the foundation of Luton’s
present-day prosperity,

Some people may feel inclined to quarrel with this statement.
It is, however, a fact that the leaders of the hat trade in the early
days of this century also ook a leading part in the local government
of the town. To a large extent they were the people, who by providing
cheap electricity and other public services, and by offering every other
inducement that a town could offer, brought to Luton the new
industries which, in their variety and strength, laid the foundation of the
present-day prosperous Luton.  While the hat industry long ago ceased to
be the largest single employer of labour in Luton it commands respeet for
the vital part it has played in Luton's development. And it is still quite
a force. In other parts of the country Luton is known chiefly for three
things—its hat trade, its football team and its Girls' Choir—and of the
three, the hat trade is the one to which most people’s thoughts turn.

This year’s Easter Bonnet Parade may not tell the people of
Luton and district very much that they do not already know about
their industries. That does not matter a great deal because they
already have some fair knowledge of what the town produces. Rather
is the parade some attempl, in a lighter and holiday mood, to sketch
the outlines of some of these industries and present a picture in which
we, who live and work in Luton, may take some pride.

There are very few countriesin the world to-day where some product
of some Luton factory is not in use. If this country is the workshop of
the world, then Luton is a very busy corner in that workshop, and it
turns out a high preportion of the goods by which we earn our
livings. More than that, Luton's goods take their full share in
upholding the reputation of British skill and craftsmanship.

But Easter Monday is a Bank Holiday when the cares of the
work-a-day world are, for a few hours, put aside. That is why in
this vear’s parade, the note of carnival has been strengthened to catch
the holiday mood and to show that although Luton can work hard,
it can also relax.
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With the compliments

of
R. CHAMBERS LTD 1

LEADING BEDFORDSHIRE JEWELLERS

Do you know . .
that

Tate’s

have the finest range of commercial stationery in
the district . . . and their works are eguipped to
manuficture for Home and Export all classes of
printing including multiple carbon sets, machine
accountancy  forms, publicity colour work and
modern packaging labels,

CHARLES E. TATE & CO. Nearly everybody in Luton reads
Head Office and Warks -
KING STREET, LUTON 58789

R O s The Luton News
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Dragon's Blood

Charles E. Tate & Co. Luton, Beds,




