
Analysis of the Simon Wiesenthal Institute list of alleged war criminals

The Simon Wiesenthal Institute in Los Angeles recently submitted a list of
17 persons it accuses of war crimes to the British government The Home

Secretary Douglas Hurd, judged that evidence against the persons named in

the list was insufficient. The Board of Deputies of British Jews has
concurred with this view (the Board's executive vice chairman, Eric Moonman
has been reported as referring to "the lack of quality evidence" Sunday
Telegraph, 1 March 1D87),

The majority of the media, however, regard the individuals concerned as
confirmed war criminals, so eg -

Day to Day, BBCI, 4 March 1087, headlined its item on this issue: Should

they be punished or should they he forgiven and forgotten?;

The Sun, 26 February 1987, wrote: 315000 killed by 17 Nazis in our midst;

The London Daily iVews, 26 February 1087, wrote: Don't give haven to Hitler's
henchmen t.

These headlines demonstrate that the people on the list have aLready

undergone trial and conviction by the media, hetore any judicial tribunal ci

any description has so much so examined the evidence aEainst them

Let us carry out an analysis ot the 17 socused by birth, profession and by
what is known oi them both in the exile communities and in their countries

of birth.

Of the 17 accused, six are linked to deeds carried out on Lithuanian

territory Two individuals both w th the surname Krivic.kas, are now dead

A third person, with the Lithuanian surname Juotas, is unnown in the

Lithuanian community in this country. The remaining three have non-

Lithuanian surnames and are similarly not known to the Lithuanian

community here As for Mr Antanas Gecas, the 71 year old Lithuanian named
under the protection of parliamentary privilege by Mr Greville Tanner ME, it

is known that he finished the 2nd World War as a member of the British

armed forces and his name does not appear in the current Wiesent:hal

insitute list.

The largest ethnic group on the list is that composed of ii Latvians, Two

of these, both officers a colonel and, a major) in the 2nd World War, are
now dead and did not in any csu e take part in acts against civilians. A

third officer (a captain or first lieutenant,' who served with the police, is

not known to the Latvia.n community in Great Britain; he is presumably,

therefore, dead or has emi8,ratecl

Of the remaining eight, five were civilians during the war and spent the
entire war working CSVIJIE.fl CCflflr:' tim; (one was an economist in

charge of the Department Ot Finance, one wan a diplomat one a school
inspector and journalist, one a civil servant, and another a journalist) and

could not possibly therefore, have taken part in actions against civilians,

Neither is there any evidence that they were Nazi sympathisers or anti-
sesmitically inclined,
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I)e.y to Day, BBC1, 4 Ma.rch i987, hea.rl l ined its item on thls i€srJet .Slould

the.y be punished or should tie.y be forS"rt'en "r.it'J J'or,yott*nl';
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Tt te LondOn DaiJy. , l lehrs ' ,  ?6 F 'ebrr . tary tQ,-3 ' / ,  vr rnte;  I ton ' t  g jue i inver t  tn  f f j tJe: - 's

henchmen! ,

' i i1r1:t€ 
hearil iner: , iemonst.r 'a l;e that tLie people rf lt the .1"i-st irave a Iready

r r n r i a r - o n n e  t r " i  ; l  a n r ' l  , - n n r r i , - f i n - '  i r v  t i r p  n o r l  j a .  b p t n r - e , e r r v  i r r d j ' : i a l  r . r i b U n a I  n t: r l l u E r  6 u l r E  
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-1nV r legt : r i  p i : :o t i  ; la := e= f lu , : i1  a: : ;  e :<aln ine ' i  r l re  ev i r jen:e agai - r i=t  t i r , :n

i  p t  r r := , r , t l - r -v  nr) r  an at taIV, ; ; - : "  g f  r , i ,e  : ' , '  a ' l ' :L : , ;ed i :V i - , i r th .  l ru fee ' ; ion au,- .1 l :y
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fif t ire \7 ,3c(:rusEd, six a.r'e Iir-rkeci t, ' : '1eed,; r:arrled nut on Litl:r ltarriarr

ler r i tory,  
' iwo 

i r rc i iv i r j r - ra ls ,  i rc i ;h  w i  i : r r  i ; | re  sr- l r t lame {r ivr  - ,k45,  at -€ r iow deat i ,

A th i rd per : ;on,  wi th the L i "hhr- ranj -an Eurnarre juolas,  iE r inknown l - r r  iher

L i thuanian r to l r i r r i rJn l ty  in  t ,hrs ' ;6u i1 i : r -y ,  The remarning fh l 'ee l tar .e i to t i - '

L i thuanian ,Eurnames and ar-e s imi la i :  Iy  nnt  kur :wn [n ihe i i thuan j .cr .n

, :onmuni ty  here,  As for  Mr:  Antanas Gecae,  r ,he TL year  n. ld  L i r i r t - tanian namer l
. , hn ,1 ' -  * l r a  n rn fa , ^ * i nn  n f  r r ; r r l  i am+nr . : r r - v  r r  j v i  l ee "e  bv  l i f  G : -ev i l . ; . e  I a r rne r  M I  ,  l t "U l l u E l  L l i E  _ P l  

t J r J E \ -  L l u l r  v L  y u - L  r r u l l E r r r r L l r  . y  l L  L  t  L ' - 6 \ a  v . l

is known that he lini.gheo. the ?ntl \forI'l \dar D.:; a tnenlber of the tsriri-sh
arned f  orces a:rr i  hiE name dnes nnr appear in lhe , :urt 'ent ' t /  ie=enthai
ins i tu te  1 is t ,

The largest ethnic prroLlp cn '. he i ist is t ira.t ,:om]:osed of i I i ,atvian,; , Twn

of these, both of f it:err: (a ,:ninnei :1nrl D. rnaj,:r t f n the Znrl \f nrlci \{a.r, are

n o w , l e a d  a n d , i i d  n o t  i u  a n y  c a - e  t a k e  p a r l  i l r  a r : , t : , a g a i n = t  r : i v i i i a n s ,  A

t i r i r -d of f icer  (a eapta in o:  f  i r - j t  : ier - r ier iant  r  wi to , :erve{1.  wi ih  i i re  p ' :11, , :e ,  i : -

not  hrrown to the Latv iarL , loJEm,, t r l i ;y  j - rL r j le , : . :  ?r  i ta i r r ;  he tz  r t r -egr lmal- r ly .

therefore,  dead nr  ha.r .  ero igratec i ,

0f  the r r :naj -n inE e. i .ght- ,  t ive were ' : i r r r i i+r t : '  ' lur ing th*  r . ta . r  3nr l  =perr t  t i r ' :
en t i r e  wa r  wo rk ing  i r :  l ; i v i - l - i i , . t t  , ' 1 ; s r l f i : , t i - o t - l ' ;  ( .One  waS.  an  e , :OnomiSL  i n

;harge of  t i re  l tep.r r i rsent  c i  F inan,- 'e .  Dne was a d ip l lmat ,  ot le  a ' ;chsoi

1n ' ; pe t : t o r  a r r { j  j ' f u rna l i - s t ,  on , :  a , : r v :1  , ' } r van t ,  a r rd  ano ihe r  a  i ' ; u rna l i ; r )  a t t r - i
, - . , , , i . i  n o t  n o s s i b l v .  t . n c r e ,  f n r p .  h a v , .  f a k e n  n a r f  i n  z ' - ' - * -  " ' - i - - + -  ^ i v i L i a n s ,

-  r - . - - - . - - )  r  r J l l E ,  E ! L ' l  E r  l . l a v !  - - . - - - - -  
J . - ^  

.  l l - '  I U I I >  A E { a t r r l r - r ' -  r -

Nei ther  i ;  Ther 'e ar ly  er . r : r lenrr€ i :het  lhey e{ere \ iazt  : ;ympathi=ers ar  a i l  i -
. .qenl t ica l ly  rnc l  j "ued,
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The remaining three Latvians accused were conscripted, in contravention of

international law, into the armed forces, where they served, in the 15th
division of the Latvian Legion (see note), One of them was called up
immediately after the conclusion of his dentistry studies and was detailed

to the 15th division as its dentist He was subsequently promoted to

lieutenant; the other two were non-commissioned officers, Their unit - the
15th division - spent the entire war on front line duty Towards the end

of the war, it was stationed in Pomerania and took no part in' actions
against civilians.

These eight Latvians have ,one thing in common: they have all been, or still
are, in prominent positions in the emigré Latvian community in Great

Britain. This is no coincidence: it is precisely because of the leading
roles they have played here that t.hey now find themselves on the list of
alleged war criminals

It was in the iGSOs that a KGB front organisation in Riga, the capital of
Latvia," The Latvian Committee for Cultural Relations with Countrymen

Abroad', published several propaganda booklets about Latvian refugees in the
West with the aim of maligning and discrediting the leaders of the exile
Latvian communities and organisa'tions Three of these caine psbiications
are mentioned as documentation in the Wiesenthal Institute list. They are:

.)1iv'kI he: ii'dsap:ines P2it'le Wit)out3 Consc aenie

P1!isk!e beg!! he: ek.s

hs ir Duevac Vd/tq1?

lit 1 cc I Refuaeec incccte"i

Who are the Dauqavas Vanag?

All three titles were published in Latvian but the last also in English
translation, They were sent out from Riga to newspapers, organisations
and prominent persons in the West

They were also sent to the Tad Vashein Centre for Holocaust Studies in
Jerusalem There, twenty years later, they were unearthed in 15813 by

Ephraim Zuroff, the director of the Jerusalem branch of' the Simon

Wiesenthal Institute. Using them as his source, it was be who then drew up
the list of names now submitted to Western governments in the name of the
Simon Wiesenthal Institute in Los Angeles.

Where 1r Zuroff considered the allegations made by these Soviet
publications were vague or insufficient, he added epithets himself, such as:
"persecuter of civilians", "Nazi propagandist", "55 storintrooper", "55 war
correspondent", "author of anti--Semitic articles", "Gestapo informer" and so
on.

The booklets on which Mr Zuroff based the list now in the hands of the
British government were prepared on the initiative and under the
supervision of a high ranking KGB officer, Imants Leinskis, Leinskis was
a member of the KGB from 1958 until 1975, when he defected while based in
New York as a member of the Soviet delegation to the United Nations, He

died in Washington DC on 23 December 1983. Before his death, Imants

The rernaining three Latvians a.ccused were r:onscrip+'ed ' in ': lontravention of

in ternat ionai  iaw,  in to the armed forces,  where they served in the 
' I5 th

d. iv is ion of  the Latv ian Legion (see nate) ,  one of  thern war= cal led up

irnraediately af ter ihe conclusion of his d-entistry sturl ie's a'11f1 wa5 detaileri

to the 15th rl i-vision aE its denti=t' He was sub5erir-iently pr"onoted to

l ieutenant ;  tbe other  two were non-r :ommigsioner l  o f f icers '  Thei r  uni t  -  the

15th ri"ivi.sion - spent the entire war on front l ine duty' Towards the end

of the warr it *t* stationerl in Pomerania anrl took nD part in actions

against  c iv i l ians '

T h e s e e i g h t L a t v i a n g h a v e . o n e i , h i n g i n c o m m o n : . t h e y h a v e a l l b e e n , o r s t i l l
are, in prcrnr.nent positinn:= in in* ernigre Latvian commr:nity in Great

Br i ta in.  This  is ;  co inc id.encer  i t  is  pre, : l ,se ly  because of  t l "  Ieading

ro}es they have pla-yer1 here ti:at rhey ' 'o* f inrj. thernselves on the l ist of

a l i eged  war  c r im ina i s '

I t  was in  the i9 t rOs that  a KGts f ront  organisat ion in  Riga '  the capi ta l  o f

La|v ia, , .  The Latv iarr  Coraru i i tee f  ar  Cul tura. I  Relat iona wi th Countrymen

Abroad", pr-rblisherl r;everai propaganda boorLet'; a'bout Latvia'n refugees i-n rne

'dest with the airo oi raaiigning arrd drr:t:retl ' i t in8 the leader': nf the exiie

Latv ian conrnuni t ies and organi : :a ' t i -ons '  Three af  these same publ icat ions

ai'e tnenr]ioned, as rlocrrinenta.tinn rn tire \{lesenthal Inefit 'ute l ist ' They ar-e;

t t i / r ;F l . r  hei  s t  rds,api inas Pe,rp ie s t  in , :u i  ; l  i ' l t tsr  i8 t ] t8

Fo tTt i sA'i e hig I i het ,l;slf.a

Aas ir  1augav'as Vana1i!

Al l  three t i t les were publ ieher i  in  Larv ian but  the iast  a lso in  Engi ish

translat lon,  They ** i *  sent  out  f rorn Riga to newspapersr  organisai ions

anrl proralnent persons in the Ver:t '

They were aiso sent to the Yar] Val:hen Centre f or' Hoioca.usi Studies in

J e r u s a l e r u , T h e r e , t w e n t y y e a r s l a t e l - ' t h e y w e r e u n e a r + " h e d i n 1 9 8 6 b y
Ephraim Zurof f , the rl irecr,or. of the Jerusa.}em i?ranch of the S j-rnorr

' { iesentbal  Inst i tu te,  IJs ing them ar ;  h is  soui -ce '  i t  was he wha then drew up

the l ist of names now su'nmitreci to vestern Sovernmente in the na'ine of the

Slmon Viesenthal  Inst i tu te in  Los Angeles '

\f here i lr Zuraff cr:nsidererl the allegatir:ns nade by these Soviet

publications were vague or i 'nsufficient, tre aride'l epithets himself ' such as;

, ,perser :uter  of  c iv i i l .ans" ,  "Nazi  propagandiSt , " ,  . .  "SS =tormtroDper" ,  
USS war

c o r r e ' E p o n d e n r . , , . , a u t h O r o f a n t i _ l ] e n i | i , : _ a r t i c f e s , , , ' ' G e S t a D o i n f o r ' m e r ' | a n d s o
o n ,

Tbe booklets Dn which Mr Zuraff baseci the l isi now in the hands of the

Brit ish sovernment were prepa.rerl on the irrit iai: ive and under the

superv is ion of  a h igh ranking_ KCf of f icer ,  lnants Le€inski ' * '  LeHinskls  wae

a rnember of the t(Gij frnn i958 r-rnti\ \g?t|- when ne rlefecl"ecl while based in

liew York a-q a member of the sr:viet deiegat' ion to the i jnire'J Nations ' He

d i e d i n V a r ; h i n g t o n l C o l l ? ; D e r : e r a b e r l ! | 8 5 E e f n : . e h i ' s d e a l f r ' l n a n t =

r l ' : i  i  i i i ; l ]  Lef  xgee:  i in t r tas l ' ;ed

l* rn, :  are t . re Dru, lavaS Vanagi !
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Leinskis testified on oath to the US District Court in Chicago, Illinois,
on 9 April 1982 that he had been responsible for production of the above
named publications and that they bad been written "expressly with the
purpose and intention to slander leaders of Latvian organisations in the
West" and "the so called documents produced there - to the best of my
knowledge- they are falsifications" Deposition of I Les'inskis, p 2'7;

enclosed herewith)

In his testimony, Leinskis states that the KGB charged him "to describe
them [the leaders of exile organisations etci as war criminals: that was
one lie Second, to describe the leadership of the eiaigrd organisations as
acting under the orders of Western intelligence services" (Leinskis, op
cdt, p 54),

Under examination in the Chicago court, Leinskis revealed the KGB's
turpose in seeking to discredit the leaders of the exile organisations On
the judge's cluextion:

When )OQ say to describe these cii irCs as war cr imina is i½a t kind of war crzainals?

Leinskis replied:

',5 peroiis Wi have c sit ted rave ci'iees, WCP cr!OiC5 Cliii C/'JSCS i/let (1USd/i! V dunn
World War 2 while he!nQ senibers of the Lat via/i poLice.. Let viar SD, eeaibers of tire tat vran
SI legion or aen'ers of the eel / defence force iii La va in the first period of 'e."san
occupatioit

Question: 114'ere you told why you should accuse these people of heinq Nazi war
ci'Ia/!nalg?

Answer "It was done 1/7 order to discredi thea 1/7 the eves of the La vian coDa/u/ri ty
abroad, to discredit thee also he/ore the Latviar people 'n Latvia. and as a third
objective I was to discredi thee iir the eves of pL''l!c Oi/7JO/? of 4'es tern countries, I
sean, irative op!nion,

Question: "4'hat was the objective of diecreditinq these eaiçre iii the eyes of tat viane
iivieq in Let via?"

Answer: "tat vian nationalisni is still alive and the activities of tat vici po!itcal
eeigrs abroad is considered a danier to the Soviet occupation rgiae iii tat via,

Question: "4'hat was the objectve of discrediting epiiqrs as Nazi war criniinals in the
eyes of tat vians livinq abroad?

Answer: 'The objective was to divide the coaaruritv by disc/'editind the ;eaders, It was
eipec ted that they would not have any sore aass followi,rq (sic )

Question trd what was the oh/cc ti V of discrei tinq eegrs as Nazi /4'er cnisinals in
the eves of Western public op!n!on'"

Answer: "La viair organiss tions in the West are tn/i/ni to establish co!rtdcts th ther
respective qoveronelrte to appeal for withdrawal of the] loviet occupation ar,nv and
civilians fro,v tar via, and it was /poeratj ye ro discredi rhen tne eves of Western
public opInion, " (Leinskis, pp 21-22

r - Y a - ^ r - a -  ! - - ! i € lLesrnEI(15 iesr l r ted on Dath tc  the IJ .S Di .et r i t : t  Court  i r r  Chicago,  I l I ino is ,
on 9 Apr i l  1982 Lhat  he had been responsib le for  produ, ; t ion of  the a l rove
nanerL publi ' :ations and that thelr had. been written "espressly ,arith the
purpase and intention ta slander le.rde.:-s of Latvian organisatjons jn the
llest" ancf "the sD ca"ljed docunents producea' the-'e - io the best of ny
knowledge- they al-e faLs:frcaf ienx,:" rlrepo.;itron of i Le,Sinskis, p 2i ;
enclosed herewi t ,h)

I . ^  
' ^ : ^  

+ . - . - + r * - - . , -  t  - { . -  - t - .  ! L . !  r L -  r r t - . r ,rn ors re:;rlnony, Lesinskis stales that the X(its ,:harged h:m "to descr:be
then i the lea, le is  of  e: t i le ' r r rganisa. t iDn. :  e tc . l  as war cr in inals ;  that  Hds
ane lie, Se':ond, tc descrjb'e the leader*qlJF of the emigre organisations as
acting uader- the order"s isf l/es*e;-n intelJigente ser'?' lces', " (Le{inskis, Dp

' : i r ,  p  5 4 ) ,

i inder  e:<arninat ion in  the r ,h icaga , : l r i r i '  LeEi-nski :  revea. ie i ,  tne I {CB'=
t lurpc5e in =eeki i r .g  to d i : ;L :  rer- l : - r  rae lea.der ,= . : i  th ,? €t {11r-  l r  gan i=al ions.  - ln
i h r t  t r t d g p t : :  L - i l 1 , r : ; t i D n :

l l hen  you s . l , t ,  ' ' . , ,  , - { *s r r tbe  ihes t  aLr  l rJ fES ns  hdr  i l ' i r r r : i ra is '  r r i - l r  i i , t J  t f  u . ,d t '  r r t t t t ina /s i '

,  { ,
/ . A q l n q t r t q  r ' a n t 1 a f l '

"As pErs0ns wh's havp :onnitl*d gtsr.r ' ir 'Jl i lp-q, utt '  ;t ' i0t€F -r7l/ rrJ,ads -rgsllsl ,1tlnently- durJltga
i l t t r ld  l la t  t '  nht !p h* inq nephef-c 0/  J ,4*  / r lprcn pt t / i r * ,  / ; t  tv isn ,50, ,  nel lhers t t t  the Lr i i ' r ;n
15 Iegittn 0f i lpilhers ttf ths scii , lefenrs frrrrd it,, Lalv' ja in th* fjrsi. i teri0o irl o-pl'auil
L'ttfuDdtiL',t i , "

Questionr "l,t l t 'p ypu tsld ,, ' /hy yLlu -qht,uld,rrr#sr i,4esp pelplE p/ hein.p #rln s/dr
u i n i n a l g j ' "

Answer; "I l uaE dnne in ttrdEt lo distredt t thlrl in lhe e.,yes *f 1,4* /sd r!an roit,nutt! t1,
dhtdad,  lo  d is t redi t  then J. / id  rd/ l r rs  the Lalv ' ian petp ie rn l ; l r r . r ,  and as a I f i r ru
oh ie t t i ve  I  vas  l o  d i s r red i t  t hen  i n  ChF . " . r ' es  n i  puh t i t  L1p i i t i 0 f i  t f  l l ps t+ tn  L " {L tn l r ! €s ,  i
i lEdn, nJt i vg 1'tp! ni ttt l , t l

' - " ' ^ - + { ^ * '  i l t t L ' t  ' ' 5  t h p  t t b i p r i i v p , r f  ' t i s t r p L 4 t ' l i n a  t , h p t e  E i ) i ! - 1 r ' t s  i n  t h e  F v . p q  t 1 f  / . t l v ' i a n * 'q u E i - u l u l t .  l l ' l / l f i ,  f l ' r t J  v , J b  r i ! . r '  _ _  .  _ . . . 2

l i r i n !  i n  L e t y i a '  "

"A .n : ;we r :  "La l v i an  na l ! t t r t " t / i s t t  i s  s t i J t  " c l i ve  e f i J  t hs  s r t i v i t i es  , s f  La l v ' i an  p r l JCJ .J i
enigr is  aht0dd i5 tpnsidEred ,+ denger t ,s  lhe Srrr , ;pJ t iL- tup"1 ! . idn rs{r r?rd in  L,c i .v ia,  "

Quest j ,onr  "$41,s1 * ,as !h*  t th , ier t t rs  r t  , l is t redt i tng Enugte i ;s  /y .ur  u. t r  r r j r t t !na ls  in  lhe
t  t  - J , , : - , . -  , : . . i t 1 , . ,  a h r , t a , . l 1 , ,: . , f e t  U l  L t l l ' t ' l 1 1 l t ,  t t  l - , . - a

Answerr "L4a rr6,ierlrtF tr€s !.,: divi,ie ihe
s.,\"Fsrled thal they &ttuld r1L1t havp sny nlre

?tres i iar i :  " f ind * ,hat  vds l l l i  t th jet t tve t t , l
lh*  t i ,gs t l i  L le; tern puhl i t  r1 ! in ! ' - t ! t ;1  "
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By uncritically making use of the material from KGB publications, the

Wiesenthal institute is today, some 20 years later, continuing the work of
the KGB in its propaganda war against Latvian organisations in exile. Yet,

at the same time, there is not a single Jewish school in the 1JSSP, not a
single Jewish theatre, nor newspaper and the right of Jews to emigrate to

the West is severely circumscribed During the period of Latvias

independence (1918 -1940), by contrast, the Jewish minority in Latvia,

which, in 1939, numbered 80,422 or 44% of the population enjoyed

privlleged minority status The Latvian state funded 100 Jewish secondary
schools and 22 grammar schools and the proportion of Jewish students at
the University of Latvia (0.8%) was second only to the Latvians in size.
During the entire period of independence, there were no pogroms and no

anti-semitism

The Wiesenthal Institutes list of 17 alleged Baltic war criminals is

based on uncorrohorated Soviet sources, viz propaganda booklets

published by the KGB.

2 As these publications were written with the purpose of furthering the
political aims of the Soviet occupation regime, the accusations made in
them are fabricated, exaggerated and unfounded.

The list, prepared from 20 year old sources, contains the names of
persons some of whom are now dead and some of whom have subsequently

changed their countries of residence.

4 A whole four years before the list was drawn up, the man mainly
responsible for the preparation of the source material, the former KGB
officer, Imants Leinskis, destroyed its credibility and designated the

allegations made in it as falsifications, thereby depriving the

Wiesenthal Institute's list of any legal foundation.

It is with such an ill prepared and unfounded list that the British

government and parliament has been burdened, causing a completely

unnecessary waste of taxpayers' money. These unfounded allegations

against Baltic exiles in this country have caused anxiety and

bitterness in the Baltic community. it has caused the prime minister
to become involved; her opinion of the Baltic community in this country

can be found in the attached copy letter.

It would be most deplorable if the Wiesenthal Institute were to trouble
Western governments with further such irresponsibly compiled lists of
supposed war criminals; according to press sources, a further 3,000

names are supposed to be in the pipeline.
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