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STORY.OF APHONY QUOTATION.

A Futile Effort to Pin It Down ’

“* *A Racial Program for the 20th Century’ . - _

- Seems to Exist Only in Somebody’s Imogination -

“(See Editorial; - *Running
Down & Hoex”) ™0

This story bdegins, In 0
far as it concerns us, with The
Star’s publicstion last March
of a letter from R. A. Hester,

Maryland Petition Commit-
tee. Inc. o o
In the course ef hia letter,

s'ons and in the world of
sports and entertainment.
With this prestige, the Ne-

for the Twentieth Cemtury”
1912)°

Edelsbergy, director of the
Washington Anti-Defamstion
League of B'nai Brith.

In his Jetter Mr. Edelsberg
sald * that Representative
Abernethy of Mississippl,
during debate on the civil
rights bill had placed the
quotation ia the Congression-
al Record (June 7). Mr.
Abernethy had explained
that “Lsrsel Cohen, a leading
Communist in England, In
his ‘A Ractal Program for the
20th Century.’ wrote, in 1913”
the passage referred to
above. Mr. Edelsberg said
his cwn research convinced
him that the alleged
quotation was a fabrication,
that no such publica-
tion ss ~“A Racial Program
for the Twentieth Century”
was known either to the Li-
brary of Congress or the
National Union Catalogue.
which suzmmarises holdings of
800 principal libraries in the
United States. Furthermore,
be said, he had been unable
to find any information that
might to jdentify an
B
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.- cisherg's Jeiter with-en Edi-

MISSING CARTOONISTS,
Cartoonist Jim Berryman
ts ~ pecationing in Letin
Cartoonist Gid
Creckett is snowdbound (s
the wilds of Montpomery
County. We hope things
will change for the betier in
the near future.

ald. 1 mever vistted

“gmall Rightist Dewspaper”
and was supplied to thal

' newspaper by an employe c;f
-1

‘ clal Program for the Twen-.
tieth Century’ mor has bhe
seen ODE . Inquiries

within a few days after
the receipt of the letter {rom
Mr. Stephenson. The 8tar
recelved a letter from Ever-
ette Severe. the new Chair-
man of the Montgomery
County Chapter of the Mary-
land Petiton Committee,
Inc. Mr. Severe wrole:

the Maryland Prtition Com-

dress. It related the circum-
stances and requested him to
funish some clue to the
source of the alleged quota-
tion, or 1o the Jocatson of his
“files,” with the understand-
would

following sny lead that Mr.

Mullins might furnish, to run

“On July 15. a director of

P
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Information Buresu Inc,
250 West JTth street. New
York. to make a search for
the publication or the quo-
tation or the identity of an

man of
Jewish Information Buresu,
replied that A Racial Pro-
gram for the Twentieth Cen-
“entirely un-

fraudulent.
Cohen known to Mr. Rich-
ards was the distinguished
writer iIn London, previously
referred to. Mr. Richards,
naturally, suggested that we

publicaticn as the one de-
scribed, 1t would surely be

“A Racial Program for the
Twentieth Century” and thst
the alleged quotation was 3
hoax. But as discusgon of
the incident had died down,
us The Star had  alresdy
acknowledged its error In
printing the alleged quota-
tion. and as printing it again
might put the “guotation”
back In circulation - K was
dectded to drop the matter—
unless it popoed up agaln.



thenticity of the slleged Quo-

tation appesring in Mr. Hes- .

ter's letter to The Blar In
Mzarch had previocusly ap-

peared as an advertisement

in the December, 1858, lasue
of “The Virginian ™~ published
gt Newport News, Va.

A letler waz immmediately

information &3 te¢ the source
of the alleged Tchen quota-
tion
The editor, Wllllam 8teph-
enson, reptied ¥Y reciting his
own offoris to establish its
source. ™ "Eemmonaliy,” he
wrote, “I hxve been fooced Lo
conclude thai the ‘gusiation’
fa pheny.”

It had firel appeared. Mr.
Stephenson wrote, In &

following any jead DAL MI.
Mullins might furnish to run

- the quotation down.

Mr. -Muiling promptly re-
sponded, writing on station-
ery of the “"American hu-
Route 1,

dope research on the writ-
tngs of one Israel Cobhen. a
Communist, several Years
but I do not have my
available. At any rate,
. Edelsberg seems deter-
to make a political is-
of the matter, and the
church feels that I should
devole my time to religious

tEEgS

He concluded his letter by-

{nriting The Star to join his
church in {ts crusade against
“the barbarous Hebrew
method” of slaughtering meat

|

P & 2 @

The B8Star considered Mr.
Mullins® letter to be a re-
vesling evasion of the ques-
tion of where he got the
guotation, and wrote to Is-
rael Cohen, now nearly 80
years old, living in London.
He was asked H he could
shed any light on the mat-
ter.

Mr. Cohen promptly re-
plied, in his own clear hand-
writing. thatl he was asion-
ished. *1 have mever writien
a beok, pawmphlet or article
under the title ‘A Racial
Program f{er the Twenticth
Century’, or under any title
rescmbling this e any subd-
Ject relating te It , .. 1 have
never beer & Cexcmunist er
had amy sympathy with the
movemenl «ir 1812 1 was
hiving I Berlin, where |
werded im the Zeeretariat of

pendent of the Ginageow Her-

tion, and as printing it again
might put the “quotalion”
back in circulation- K was
decided to drop the matter—
unless it popned up agaln.

It popped up agaln last
week. This time the “quota-
tion” was included In some
of the “hate lNterature”

mailed from some AROLYIDOUS

source {n Philadelphia to Ar-
lington County high school
puplls and signed “Veritas.”™
This time the phony quo-
tation ls described as “an ex-
cerpt from testimony given
on the fioor of the House
of Representatives™ June 7,
1857. The anonymous litera-
ture mailed to Arlington
pupils attempts to authenli-
cate the "gquotatien™ by cit-
tng the Congressional Record
as the officia]l source.
Mr. Edelsberg cites other ex-
amples of the circulation of
Mr. Abernethy’s statement In

A msagasine, “South’”
quoted the statement in I1ta
Jead editorial In its October
31, 1837, edition.

The “quotation™ wss car-
ried tn a column by Charles
Hill in the Jackson. Missis-
sippl. Clarion Ledger, In
October of 1857,

The Citizens’ Council af
Americs, In Texas, reprinted
the Abermethy statement
{rom the Congreasional Rec-
ord in itsa nhews letter of
September 5. 1857, and the
same ststement was used 1n
a rsdio brosdcast on January
19. 1838,

The statement will doubt-
less continue to circulate
This recital of The Siars
experience in trying to trace
fts origin may help to prove
that it is a fraud or produce
evidence to the contrary.
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Riunning Down a Hoax- " - -
. In ad{Binipg columns en,dhis page
today we printran zcoonnt OF oty efforts, -
to run down the sourdy ol What we are
convinced was a. fraxdulent quotation
contained in a letier printed In The Star
last March. The “quotation™ had been
in circulation for some time before its
inadvertent publication in The 8tar.
But since Representative Abernethy of
Mississippl, under the impression that
it was authentic, inserted the quotation
in the Congressional Record last June,
it has been given broader currency with
an added color of authenticity. We have
recited our own effarts to trace the
“quotation” {n the belief that others will
also be convinced that it is spurious, or
that someone may be:able to establish
its real source. Cartainly one Innocent
victim of this fraud hss béen Israel
Cohen of London, a jeurnslist and
writer of excellent reputation, whose
name seems to hive been gratuitously
exploited as part of the fabrication.




