REFORM

Gerald Fowler,
Dr, Christine Pickard, E.A.. Goodman, LL.B.(Sol) Panele Manson

The N.C.R.0 o in affilis +to the Nati rouncil for Civil Liberties
NO/DAY /DP : 3rd September, 1980,

The Rev. Philip Myatt,
Waleot Parish Church,
Bath,
Avone

Dear Reverend Myatt,

Having seen the erotic revue "0Oh Calcutta" three times since its first
London performance at the Roundhouse on R7th July 1970, I feel fairly coup—
etent to pass judgement on it.

I gather from "The Stapme" that you have objected to it being presented
at Bath's Theatre Hoyal because of its nudity and "obscenity'. You are a
priest and therefore, presmably, a believer in the concept that God created
Mans If you find anything objectionable about the naked human form, are you
not, therefore, making en impertiment and irreverent atiack om your creator?

With regard to your criticism that "Oh Calcutta™ is "obscene" (incid-—
entally, I assume that you have already sesn the show yourself), “obscenity"
is a purely subjective terms This has hecome all too apparent to this
campaign in its fight against bigotry, hypecrisy and represeive censorchip
in this country. Even the Williams Committee (to which we gave both writien
and oral evidence) deseribed the word as being now "worm out". I suspect
that what you really menn is that you ere disgusted by it. Speaking person—
ally, as a devout atheist and humanist, I am disgusted by a great deal of
vhet is perpetbshéddand disseminated in the Church's name. EIven passion
plays depieting a mon being nailed to a cross could well be described as
disgusting - or "obsecene". Would you lilke to see such performances banned
also?
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The difference between you and me, vicar, is that, whereas I am tolerant
of your beliefs and would vigorously champion your right to hold them, you are
not so of mine, Imn addition; you and your ilk want to go further then mere
condemnation. You demand the outright suppressidn of anything of whiech you
personnlly disapprove, by force of law if necessary.

"0h Calcutta” is o revue sbout sex - o perfectly natursl phenemenon and
one of Mon's prime instincts. If "many young and vulmerable (vulnerable to
what?) people see it" = even "out of curiesiiy”, it will do them no hemm at all

~ and, in pome cases, positive goods It is high time the myth thet sex is
Mngughty! or 'dirty' or 'immoral' is de¥lated once and for alle In any case,
if $6u don't like the "Oh Caleutta" type show, you have = very effective
remedy - stay awayl - just as I have by staying away from your church if I
wish to be spared the unpalatability of your brand of sermenising.

In one respect, though, we should be thanking yous I telephoned the
London office of the management who are presenting "Oh Caleutta” this after-
noon and they are delighted to report that, since your public utterances about
the showygnd the attendant publiecity they have received, the bos-office
business has boomed} The public ebviously lmow what they want, even if you
don't. But then, as Alistair Cooke said in his "America" programme on BIC
Television about one John Winthrop, "Like most Puritans, he lmew what was right
for other people™}

Yours sincerely,

Devid Viebby
Organiser,
Netional Compaign for the Reform of the Obsceme Publications Acts

P.S. I should just add that the NCROPA has many members who are also prectiaing
Chriastians but who find no conflict whaisoever between supporting our aime
and following their chosen faith.



