NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE REFORM
OF THE OBSCENE PUBLICATIONS ACTS

NCROPA

HON DIRECTOR — David Webb, 15 Sloane Court West, Chelsea, London SW3 4TD — Tel: 01-730 9537

COMMITTEE —D-vié. Kennincton Litt.D., Gerald Fowler, M.A.Hon., F.AB.E.,
E.A.C. Goodman, LL.B.(Sol), Clifford Hanley, Pamela Manson, Eric E. Miller,
Dr. Christine Pickard, M.B., Ch.B. Elizzbeth Gmodfellow BA, Alexemwinr B-rrie AADipl, MAIE

The N.C.R.O.P.A. is affiliated to the National Council for Civil Liberties
NO/DRW/DP 29th March, 1987

Gerald Howarth, Esg., M.P.,
House of Commons,
Tondon, SW1A OAA.

) “L@\H«M,

On behalf of Mr. Goodman and myself, and indeed the NCROPA, may I thank you very much
for your courteaous welcome at the House of Commons 1ast Thursday and for giving us
the opportunity of discussing vour private merber's Bill and putting forward some

of our views on it to vou nersonally.

As the meeting cle=rlv underlined, and mnst rerrettablv from our standpoint, our
sanmrate viers on hov the Ohseene Poblicotions Acts should be reformed, hove very
1ittla in common. As we s=phnsised, we believe that there is nnly on= direction in
vhich the 0O.P. Acts (and othnr relevant censnrshisActs) shonld be amen?=>i, anc
that is in the divectinn of li%eralisation - and drestic liberalisatinm at that.
Qincs vour Bill aims to legislete in the opnosite direction and we find its implic-
ations horrifying, we are unable to find sny merif in it whatsocever.

Therefor», being completely at variance with your Bill's provisions and the principles
- pon which it is hased, w= are hard-orassed to suggest any spacific moAdifications

to it, other than its complete withdrawal. BApart from the incorporation of the

Nire~tor of Public Prosecutions' consent to prosecutions being extended to all

nffances coverad bv the Bill li.e. those invlovino publications of z11 kinds as

well as radin ~nd telavision broadcasting), and which micht serve as some xind of

rossihle s~fequerd acainst frivolous or vexatious litigation, we have no further

sucaestions ko male at this stage. If the Bill makes progress and cets its Second

Reading on Fric=v, we will thereafter submit a detailed critique for vour consider-

ation nrior to the Cormittas Stage.

T am sorry thers is nhviously so much disparity betwean our respactive views,
especially since the stence vou are taking onthis issue seems SO corpletely at
variance with those two much-loved fundamental Conserv=tive philosophies viz.

the freedom of choice and thz freedomof the individual. We shall still hope,
therefors,that you will re-consider your line of thinking on this matter and that
5 chance of heart will follow, even =t this late stage.
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Once again, many thanks for seeinqg and welcomingus on 26th March - and we
hope that your dental problems have now been satisfactorily resolved.

With bestwishes,

Yours sincerely,

David Webb,
Honorary Director,
National Campaign for the Reform of the Obscene Publications Acts




