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AIMS:

*Fight hupocrisy & Purilanism
*combat police interference on
clubs, eratic events and

productions

*imprave press reporting of
police action & sexual issues
*get the ‘morality’ and
‘obsenity’ laws changed

1. Introductions
- 21 signed the record, and a round of

introductions was made. The meeting was chaired
by Antony.

2. Agenda and Minutes

- The provisional agenda and the minutes of the
Sth Plenary were agreed and appreciated. Mary
hanked the ing. M arising:-

«  Elaine enquired what had become of the fund
once begun to fight the 'Club Whiplash' legal battle.
It was thought Robin hadn't been very successful in
raising funds that time. The Coalition had distributed
leatlets in Putney to publicise the Whiplash triumph
in court and the waste of public funds. Tuppy said
the coalition was for "a co-ordinated fight”, but the
clubs aren't very into it The Coalition isn't an outfit
for competition, but intended to bnng people
together.

Treasurer
The meeting received the Treasurer's report:-

EXPENSES

prnting & photocopying 200.85
stamps 58.80
TOTAL 23965
INCOME

TV appearance 75.00
Paper Sales 57.33
Subscriptions &0.00
Donauons 75.00
Ticket Sales 16.00
TOTAL 183.33
plus 60,03
TOTAL 34336
BANK BALANCES

23rd October 60.03
27th November 158.00
EETTY CASH

27th November 85.63
TOTAL 27/11 B\ A
Grand Total 169.34 L

- Phil then donated £95 - voluntary donations
collected by him.

3. SEC Benefit - Night of Nostalgia -
30th December
- The Char drew attention to the flyers for the
Nlght, at the histonic venue formeriy known as
Stallions, (Falconberg Count W.1. ) now kriown ar
SubStation
All the Club promoters and proprielors (past and
present) in the scene have been invited.
- Tim promised s memorabile night - it'd be the Jast
night at Stallions before the building closes for
redevelopment
-1t will only hold 220, so get tickets in advance!
- A number of additional volunteers: Jahnet and
partner. Sam will do security.

- Tuppy said it was a frustrating month. Publishers’
offers hadn't been quite right Negotistions were
continuing - and we sre hesiiant to publish No.2
ourselves. Cronos cannot guarantee the cash and are
thinking of a 3-year contract, without pay.” The next
issue is due in [ale january, Spencer said producing a
paper was a ot of hassle

= [t was also a | g p s, how to delegate for
instance; however we are very pleased with the paper so
far. There was discussion on distribution eic.. [i's to be
given free in clubs and so forth.

- Spencer spoke on medis matiers: someone in Time
Otmmgumwuwmsmeﬁmgpomeon'smul

. panner’ and other things. He asked

for g on what 1o emphasise. Tuppy i to
the SFC petition, which will aim for the amendment or
abolition of all sex laws, and there was some discussion
of the legal context

- Nettie had supplied Spencer with the following:
Dyke TV (CH4 d )} were involved in &
series - “more polemic”, and he offered to put peopie in
touch with them. Also, & French TV reporter was
seeking somecne to give a guided tour around the
London scene (without pay); any offers?

- Avedon referred to the European Court decision the
previous day re. a banned movie by Nigel Wingrove
{case since 1989, has been appealed all the way) - the
film involves & 15th century nun having sex with Christ
on the cross. The Commission had said "releass the
movie”, but the Court found for blasphemy, saying it
would offend Christians, The court, she said, had to
look tough on such issues for the benefit of the British
Estab. in current times.

- Some who were present took copies of the magazine
to distribute.

- Sympathy was voiced over the printing problems.

5. Consuitation with Cops, Customs ete,
- Tim repornied wiiing to the Police (West End
Central, Vice Squad, Scotland Yard) and to Customs &
Excise. They are antipathetic towards giving the
information we require; but at least when they crack
down the next time we can point out our efforts to liaise
and negotiate,

- Sp ferred to his pond with
Customs & Excise, who had replied as follows:

4 s din e

Dear Mr, Woodcock,

You arked about the gutdance given to our officers
in datarmining the indecent or obscens nature of
imported matertal As I explained in my letter of &
August, ultimaraly it Is for the courts lo determine
what s indecent or obscene. However, we [find it
useful for enforcement purposes to provide our staff.
with practical gwidelines to assut them when
detecting material at import. This we base on
current and recent court fudgment. Af present our
Departmental guidance on this subject i1 nat
avatlable 1o the public although we do intend to
make it available in the near future under tha Open
Governmsnt inifiative.

In our guid: the terms indgcent and ob

are afforded their ordinary dictionary
meanings, although we taks into considsration
the typs of material which cannot be Lowfully
traded in the UK. Material is considsred
obscens and we would sesk to prohibit
tl!panarm if the material iv etther u.nurU'y

licit* or p acts of g

For material to be saxually explictt in this
context it must clearly show sexual acts taking
placs, such as penatration or oral contact with
the gennals, in areas such as bondage or sado-
masochism, key factors in assessing the posnbly
obscens naturs of material would be tytng up in
unnatural positions, the use of gags and the
dapiction of vielsnce in a sexual coniexi, e.g.
raps or (orfure.

For material dspicting violencs (o be
constdered obscens for the purposes of rhe

import prohib it must be ily exp

in gﬂumi scenes af mﬂ.!arlon. canmibalivm,
di 3 and
iol gat imal far are likely

ta be idersd ab Jud) are offen

made through comparison with films which
have received a certification from the British
Board of Film Classification and are freely and
lagally available in the UK.

The critaria for indecent material is a more

pl ana.C ily, the prohibition covers

i iphs of hildre fle those

under the age of 16) to reflect the domestic
legisiation in this area.

I must stress that these ars only guidelines and
represent our intsrpretation of the law after
taking into consideration the prevaiing
standards of socisty. Although we take account
of the Obscens Publications Act when
Jormulating the guideli fo as to abide by
European Court fudgmen in this ares, our
guidelines are not meant to be a direct
rvﬂurbn of that Act. Because of domestic

regulating the display and controlled
.mh of obscens pub!kaﬂom thare may be
occasions where Customs do not seek (o
prohibit material which under domestic
lagiriation cannot lawfully be sold in certan
establishments but which may be sold under
licence elsewhers. [ would therefore, advise
you to consult the police for guidance on what
type of material might breach ihe Obscene
Publications Act and other domestic legislation
ir this area. [ trust the above information wiil
be of arsistance to you. Yours ete.

He wrote back also, and no response so far.

. Elaine enquired if any precedent had been set in
the Whiplash verdict, but advice was in the
negative.

- Tuppy said it would be interesting to see what
Mark Dyer - who won erotic oscar [ast year - is
coming up with now.

- Michsel spoke of satellits television's problems
of censorship in Britain,

6. Petition

H T“P?Y v d "a Anrfitl '. Ted
Goodman has listed all the laws that need 1o be
targetted for abolition, for a petition o be presented




to the Home Office. It comprises a list of the laws,
with a proposed Bill attached. A proposal had been
made to invite MP's to a small reception in Tuppy's
flat for briefing purposes.

- It will cost c.£250 1o print the petition.

- There was further discussion. There was a
suggestion, not for the first time, that, as in the early
days of Spanner "we wenl to universities and
colleges".

Sam asked if SFC would be at the SM Winter
Pride at ULU, Malet St. on December 15th. Tim said
this was desirable, "yest please”

- Michael enquired of Section 28, and yes it is on
the list

- T.Summers will be going around Soho looking
for signatures from 'the mac brigade etc.'

. 3/12/96 is next scheduled meeting of the Petition
working group - Tim asked that people please keep
in touch and make input.

‘Byelaws in the Boroughs' were a problem which
needed to be covered in the petition. One of the
problems with the Planet Sex Ball was that there was
no stripping licence at the Brixton Academy.

7. Prostitution Group and Prostitution

Pride '97

Tuppy reporied a good meeting,

. Helen Buckingham must be right, she thought, to
seek abolition of all laws around prostitution. HB
wanis to have a public (tv) discussion with say
Kilroy (not the confrontational "bear pit” style of
television "debate"); also a "pride debate” with sex
workers, politicians etc.

- HB has wanted to do this for a very long ume;
people from abroad will come over, we could even
have a whores' ball: we will have a leaflet, and will
advertise. Tuppy asked for local knowledge of
prostitutes advertising in local papers. “A-Z of
massage parlours” is mot illegal according to the
police, which is technically wrong.

John Blandford is to draw up a list of criminal
and civil laws as well as local byelaws.

There are 19 people in the group/ 7 prostitutes.

Tim stated there were two distinct items of
policy here:

a. We seek abolition of all laws relating to

prostitutes.

b. we are going to take on board a prostitutes’

pride march in 1997
- There was a vote taken on 'whether The Petition
should be dealt with in unison with the Prostitute
Pride march’. The result was 13 for, 1 against, 2
abstentions. Carried.

The Chair referred to the Nevada situation, where
legalised brothels "are like labour camps” and
German state brothels where clients cannot be
refused a service.

. There was discussion of relations with the
English Collective of Prostitutes. Though there had
been some reports of sex workers being dis-ripointed
with trying 1o move things through that organisation,
it was stated they have done good things in the past,
and it was hoped for good liaison in the future.

- Tuppy reported she was to be flown to San
Francisco to talk at a whores’ conference.

Tuppy confirmed that the next meeting of the
group would be January 19th, and would be open to

members of the SFC.
. There was a discussion of the need for some
regulations for prostitiutes - not complete deregulation.

Jahnet stated the desirability of doing away with the
“immoral eamings" scenario. The police are an ever
present problem - they can hound you in that business.
Education is one of the most important things for sex
workers, she said.

It was 'a hard road' to decriminalise and legalise,
care and circumspection was called for.

. Alistair and others stated complete abolition would
be good. In this context the need for workers rights etc.
would have to be addressed; there was broad agreement
with this

- lan said it was a job like any other

- Avedon felt prostitutes are like writers, they are self-
employed at the merey of life's exigencies, but not in
need of special laws.

another called for "laws to remove the exploitation
element”

One guy spoke for the “clients” who shouldnt be
lumped with the exploiters; he asked ‘what r=chanism
is there for clients to assist? Tuppy referred (o a Johns'
group in the Netherlands and said the SFC Prostitute
working group would welcome clients as long as they
had something to offer and weren't coming along to
"meet whores"

- Michael said there was a need to discuss the issue
of hostility from neighbours !

There were no male prostitutes at the meeting, Tim
said, and if anyone knows any one, get them to come to
it
- Avedon thouvght it important to let people in the
industry make the decisions, and also that "if you have
a good education you can be a good whore"

- Jahnet doubted that was necessarily so.

Someone maintained abolition would be a negative
step, and Tuppy replied that if the laws were abolished,
the girls can get help when they need it
8. C at _Hampstead ath &

Cranfor
. There was no report available, but there was a brief
discussion.

9, Repression in Saudi Arabia
- Alistair spoke about the recent case of 24 filipinos
who were lashed for homosexuality in Saudi Arabia.
. SFC should take the view that the struggle should
transcend repressive nation state bamiers.  When
Amnesty International (for instance) do things, should
SFC get involved?
- Tim proposed that SFC, after the petition, pursues
an international co-ordination of activity focussing on
sexual repression around the world, "an international
offensive” ....... next year.
- There were many areas of concem, Spencer
suggested, like: Transsexuals in Mexico {abuse of).
Child Prostitutes in Thailand (abuse of)

Another said there's a big difference between SM
torture and the terror of tyrannical or corrupt states
which practice torture.

10. Other Stuff

. Alistair speculated if there were any other areas into

which SFC could expand
. Tim showed a cutting of a News of the World

expose, and asked "please send in more of these to
the Coalition, and also photos if possible of those
journalists”.

- Sam enquired about wheelchair access to SFC
meetings, etc., and suggested the Oasis club.

- There were other suggestions of venues as well,
but The Hope venue was approved until something
better is found.

. Other cases since 'Spanner’. The 'Bradford Bum
Branding Case', where the husband was eventually
let off because of conjugal rights - so the cours
respond to hets (married) more leniently than gay
men.

- Tim made it clear that all Working Group
convenors should give a summary of their group's
aims and activities from day one, before
summarising progress for newcomers.

- Alistair called for more of the 'sub-groups
people’ to attend the plenary .

- Tuppy announced that the SEX MANIACS
BALL will be held in March 1997 . Flyers were
available to the blage. Please help, it's for the
Outsiders Club, she said.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 22nd January 1997
VENUE: Upstairs wine bar of THE HOPE pub,
15 Tottenham St., on the corner of Whitfield St
W1, behind Goodge St. tube (close to Tor. CL
Rd. and Warren St stations) at 8.00pm.



