
SEXUAL FREH,T}OM CCIAI-ITION

MINUTES OF'LAl't/ FETITION WORKING GROUP

WED"lg'[I{ FEB 1997

ATTEDAMfHeIen Buckinghom Tuppy Owenso Tim Sumrners, Ted Goodn'ron, Jeff Rosson

2 John Blonford's considerotions of drofi S F B section 1 I .opproved.

SEXUAI- OFFENCES ACT SECTIONS 30&3"}; J B considered thol protection of rninors required thoi
we odd to items 12,13,&22 ihe words 'FCR PERSOT'iS OVER THE AGE OF CONSENT" ogneed

STREET OFFENICES ACT
HELEN noted tlie unpleosonl cspects of the S O A
1) The opinicn of one policerncrn snd his c<rutions con pul e perscn cn recor.d {or li'fe.

Z)Street trode is unwonted ond irinppr,rpriole.
3)We should remove ihe sexuol components of the oct.
Ted suggested thot mischief is odequotely deolt with by iows ogainst nuisonce ond ob$ruction.
Proposol thal rve "TRANSFER 5 O A out of schedultr I to REPEALS in front of the PUBLIC ORDER ACT.
cugneed
PROTECTION OF CT.{ILDREN ACT,
J B considered "indecent" is very wide, "conduct unbecoming" e.g. nudity; "obscene meons likely t,:
deprove ond corrtipt.
Add to "Explonotory note" ofter photos "e.g. Julio Somerville Cose"
Ihe legol definilion of obsr:ene is in line with the rest of the Europeon Union
Finol pcrrcgroph ,lost line; odd "which" is the c<rse in olher ports..........
Poge 6 ;Add to explonoiory note Obscene Publicotions Act 

-l959 ond -tr964 
these vrords;

"lts repeol wos recommended hy the Horne Office Professor Willioms Report on Obscenity ond Filrn

Censorship(CMMD7772)which conclcrded thot the Act wos unworkohrle Argreed

SEXUAL OFFEI{CES ACT odd the words "relciing to persons obove the oge of consent" to sections
1 ,2a,4,5,&6 Agreed
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AC-l- (PAGE 7) Secti,:n 27 add lhe senlence; "This repeol would ollow Locol

Auihorities for exomple,to slock books qboui hornosexuqliiyin lheir librqries"
Explonotory note;This will ollow freeclorn of choice to eoch viewer,insleod of o blonket prohibition of
certoin types of progromme" CIgr@ed

{Poge 10} double underlirre eoch low e.g. Blosphemous libel ADD 'As o guiding priqciple,t}re criminol
low should only prohibit behoviour thot horms olhers
The Home Office Professor Willionrs Reporl on Obscenity ond Film Censorship(CW[D7772)concluded
ihot sexuol legislotion should define who is trying to protect whom,from whot ond why.
The U K is one of the only countries in the weslern world ihot retoins stole censorship.ln 

.l993 
the

Home Secretory publicly confirmed thot Britoin hos some of the sirictest censorship lows in the world
Agreerdl
INTERNEThe Associotion of London Governmenl Conference on Poiicing the lniernet wos noied ond o

full reponl will be prepored. ln Singopore,oll lnlernei is vetted through one office,but Jeff considered
this to be unsuccessful.
S F C MEDIA GROUP will set up o Weh Site with lqn Howord.
Trppy will prepore o synopsis of the S F C to hre checked by Ted, Synopsis con then be gerrerolly
crvoiloble,e g in Consenting Adu!t bui the S F C Bill will be emborgoed until 2l sl June 1997 Agreed
The Mid Surnmers Nighls Dreonr--Sexuol Freedom Porqde will be on ihe nexl ogendo.
Helen will contoct soon lowyers involved with the Kerb -Crowling issue

Dote of nexl meeling by orrongernent in Morch 
.l 
997.


