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 LLLap dance club bid rejected 

By Warren Wilkins 30th May 2012 

CAMPAIGNERS are celebrating a decision to reject controversial plans to 

open a second lap dancing club in Newquay. 

A Cornwall Council committee turned down a proposal to grant Kiss Gentlemen’s Club in 

Bank Street a sex establishment venue licence, stating it was “inappropriate” for the locality. 

Jane Hawkey, who runs The Beach Nite Club in Beach Road, proposed to open the venue in 

the former Halo’s lap dance club to “further the entertainment choice in Newquay”. 

But councillors, residents and church leaders raised concerns the lap dancing club would 

create the “wrong image” for Newquay and would hamper efforts for the town to become 

“more family orientated”. 

Some 10 protesters addressed the meeting, with many describing how they suffered 

sexual harassment on the streets of Newquay from drunken louts. 

One woman said: “I feel that, in effect, we are having a curfew put on us, that we are made to 

go home before 9pm because the sex establishments are going to be opening their doors – 

that’s not a good feeling in your home town.” 

Newquay Inspector Ian Drummond-Smith objected to the application stating the 

presence of lap dancing clubs in the town “could have been a contributing factor” to 14 rapes 

and 30 sexual assaults in the resort in the past two years. 

Matt Timms, a minister at Newquay Christian Centre, said the lap dance club would 

“undermine and undo” all the good work they did with young people and would enforce a 

negative image of the town as a venue for stag parties. Cornwall Council’s miscellaneous 

committee refused the Kiss application by nine votes to two at its meeting on Friday. Full 

written reasons for the decision will be sent to the applicant within five working days. 

Newquay Town Residents’ Association chairman, Dave Sleeman, said: “This decision is a 

major milestone in our combined efforts to bring respect back onto the streets of our town. 

“The support we have received in our campaign has been tremendous and residents who 

raised their concerns at the hearing ensured that the voice of the people was heard.” 

Newquay Central Cornwall councillor Geoff Brown said: “I am delighted that 

commonsense has prevailed and the committee has agreed with my view that this was the 

wrong establishment in entirely the wrong place. 
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“We are already seeing a change in the visitor make-up in Newquay with the return of 

families. We now want to build on this and create a holidaydestination second to none which 

is both safe and welcoming to all ages.” 

Newquay MP Stephen Gilbert said: “I want to be clear, this is not an objection based on any 

moral grounds, but to position a lap dancing club on Newquay’s main shopping street is, I 

believe, a matter for public debate and concern.” 

Insp Drummond-Smith said he is pleased the committee refused the lap dance 

application as it could have contributed to crime and disorder. 

He said: “The problems experienced in Newquay are not unique as they are found in towns 

and cities across the UK.   

“Newquay police are pleased with the decision not to grant a sexual entertainment venue 

licence to the Kiss Club, as we were concerned that the club may contribute to crime and 

disorder in Newquay.” 
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